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When they teamed as The Hollywood Blonds in WCW 
won the WCW World tag team title in 1993. Read 


Austin and Brian Pillman 
eth Sawyer thinks they 


‘cauld have similar success together in the WWF. 


BETTER AS BLONDS 

| think a reunion of The 
Hollywood Blonds is just what the 
WWF tag team scene needs right 
now (‘The Price Is Right For 
Austin: The New Million-Dollar 
Stable,” Fall 1996). Steve Austin is 
doing well on his own, but | think 
he would be better off if he 
teamed with Pillman. When 
Austin and Pillman first teamed, 
they were both different people 
than they are now. Austin had 
hair, and Pillman was sane. Now, 
Austin's tough, yet reserved 
demeanor could complement 
Pillman’s unpredictability. Both 
men have the ability to win either 
singles title in the WWF, but if they 
teamed, they could easily win the 


World tag team belts and domi- 

nate the WWF's weak tag team 
division. 

ELIZABETH SAWYER 

Dallas, TX 


UNITED WCW STANDS. 

What happened to the unity that 
used to be so prevalent in WCW? 
The New World Order is making 
me sick with all its sneak-attacks. 
These men have been getting 
‘away with this stuff for too long, 
and it has to stop! WCW needs to 
make these men pay dearly for 
their actions. | am getting tired of 
seeing Randy Savage and The 
Four Horsemen getting spray- 
painted almost every week. The 
next time that happens, everyone 


from the locker room should come 
out and kick the crap out of those 
cowards, but | never see that hap- 
pening. 

Where are Harlem Heat, Alex. 
Wright, Eddy Guerrero, and 
“Diamond” Dallas Page when 
these attacks are going on? Fans 
know these guys are there, since 
they are announced as being on 
the card or have already wrestled 
on the card. These guys need to 
stop sitting on their butts in the 
locker room and start thinking 
about their company. This situa- 
tion is only going to get worse. If 
these guys don't help their fellow 
WCW wrestlers now, they better 
not expect to get saved when the 
NWO attacks them. 

RYAN STEPHENS. 
Irvington, VA 
(Continued on page 6) 


The members of Harlem Heat consider 
themselves the toughest men in WCW, 
but reader Ryan Stephens wonders why 
they and a lot of other WCW mainstays 
aren’t standing up to the NWO. 


WRESTLE AMERICA, 


sg ting 
19" Perici 


asin TH FL 


Nem #5290 ~ SC 500 ORDER TOLL-FREE: 


1-800-421-0725 
jiamond: Pp 


9675 4th Street Hoth 


i, Petersburg Herida. 33702-2529 


Ree a 


(MOVING? | 


indly give us 8 weeks 
‘advance notice 

| Are you moving? it 80, please give u 
{o'woxe advance notice so we can 
| continue to service your : 
| promptly. Check the 
od below you subseri 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
‘THE WRESTLER 

INSIDE WRESTLING 

(1) WRESTLE AMERICA 

[0 PWIWEEKLY 


OLD ADDRESS 


omy 


=P 


TA GLORY 

When fans list the top tag 
teams in the sport, there's one 
team that almost always gets 
overlooked: The Gangstas. No 
team in wrestling today can match 
the desire and intensity of The 
Gangstas. And they have the abili- 
ty to sustain their intensity 
throughout their matches. I'd like 
to see the Steiners or Henry and 
Phineas Godwin do battle with 
more than one team a night at the 
ECW Arena, especially when one 
of those teams is sure to be The 


anbae 


(Continued from page 4) 


Eliminators. The Godwinns proba- 
bly wouldn’t last the first match, 
and the Steiners obviously 
couldn't, because they left ECW 
for WOW. 

Need more proof? What other 
team can boast that they beat 
ECW's three top tag teams in one 
night to win the tag team title? 

ANTHONY CHU 
Philadelphia, PA 


HE'S BACK 

|. am glad that “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious has returned to the WWF, 
and | can tell from the 
cheers he gets from the 
crowds that I'm not the 
only one happy to see him 
back. | think this time 
around he will finally win 
the Intercontinental or 
World title, but | hope he 
doesn't have to turn bad 

again to do so. 
MATT BARKER 
Riverton, KS 


A TRIVIAL PURSUIT 

Your “Wrestling Champ: 
ionship Trivia Challenge" 
magazine-within-a-maga- 
zine wasabsolutely incred- 
ible (Fall 1996)! My friends 
and | spent hours taking 
turns trying to answer the 
questions. As long-time 
wrestling fans, we found 
that some of the answers 
came to us easily, but a 
few of the questions really 
stumped me, especially 
those in the “Wrestling 
Abroad” section. A lot of 
this information was stuff 


law 
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{ere the WWF, and the fans 
4 cur nas ron ano S00 ro just fove hm. Reader Matt Barker hopes Sid 
1 Lonoow pupuistinc co, oust foal ho hes to turn rlebreaker to win 
1 FE WASHINGTON, Pa 18038 ttle there. 
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that | never really realized 
I knew. It was a lot of fun 
digging through some of 
my old magazines looking 
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for the answers to the tough 

questions. Now I'm rereading all 

of my old wrestling magazines, 

preparing for your next trivia chal- 
lenge. 

BEN HOLDEN 

Grand Rapids, MI 


him for the WWE tite 
XII, Reader Marti 


Michaels to a rem 


NO RESPECT FOR HART 
| think that Bret Hart has been 
way too hard on Shawn Michaels. 
with some of his bitter comments 
Bret has absolutely nothing to 
complain about. Shawn is defi- 
nitely a worthy WWF World 
champion who defends his title 
three or four times every week 
against the best competition in 
the entire world. Bret would have 
the right to complain if Shawn 
hadn't pinned him cleanly at 
WrestleMania XII back in March, 
but he did. Since Bret started 
talking bad about Shawn, I've lost 
a great deal of respect for him. If 
he wants to prove that Shawn is 
unworthy of holding the belt, then 
he should stop talking trash and 
get into the ring and try to prove 
he's better. 
MARTA CRABTREE 
Jamestown, TN] 
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| with Bill Apter 


NE OF THE things that’s always | curt Heanig couldn't 
umazed me about wrestlers is thei | Sta¥ away tem the 

ring. True, Hunter 
tachment to the sport and unwill- | fests Helmsley te 
ingness to retire ... or stay retired. I can’t | taking responsibility 
think of any other sport in which the bond | for luring him back, 
is so strong (though boxing might be a Sst ‘8s res! reason 
close second). Wrestling has so many | probably had some 
Michael Jordans and Magic Johnsons who | thing to do with his 
can’t stay away. craving the spotiight 


goin Report 


The latest example of this is “Mr 
Perfect” Curt Hennig, who has been drawn 
back into active duty by Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, although by my way of thinking, 
Hennig created a situation in which Hennig 
would have no choice but to return 
Wrestling runs in his blood, straight from 
his father, Larry Hennig, and Curt was 
incapable of staying away, 

“There are some things that a man does, 
and some things that a man doesn't mind 
doing,” Hennig said. “Wrestling is one of 
those things that I do, and if Helmsley 
wants a pi 
and get it 

Tasked Hennig whether he was addicted 
to wrestling or even capable of staying 
away from the ring, 

“Wrestling’s my life,” he said. “But if 
you're asking me whether I can keep away, 
nothing controls me. I am the master of my 
‘own destiny.” 

Sometimes you have to wonder. Look at 
Ric Flair, who was forced into a retirement 
he seemingly wanted by Hulk Hogan, then 
did everything in his power to force a 
return. His wife, Beth Flair, once told me 
that Ric seemed comfortable during his 
retirement, but after a while, “you could 


ece of me, he’s welcome to come 


| see that he wanted to get back. Ric’s not 


one to sit around and do nothing for long.” 

Not when there are rings to wrestle in 
and fans who still want to see him. Who 
knows if the pull is the ring or the spot- 
light? Dusty Rhodes struggles to stay 
retired. Like a recovering cigarette addict, 
he allows himself to sneak a puff every 
now and then, then pulls himself away 
And it’s not easy for Rhodes, who’s around 
wrestling all the time and still feels he 
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| could do some damage. 

“Let me tell you something, Willie 
s said. “American Dream’ 
Dusty Rhodes can still beat these punks, 
but there ain’t nothin’ to prove anymore. 
But with this New World Order thing goi 
on, I don’t know ... maybe I have to get | 
involved again somehow.” | 

Rhodes stays away from active competi- | 
tion by remaining close to the ring in his 
TV role. But he admits that sometimes it’s 
tough. 

“I can still wrestle,” Rhodes said. “No 
doctor’s ever said anything to me about 

quitting. It’s a decision I made on my 
| own.” 

Fine, and so far, he’s stuck to it ... for 
the most part. But how about Hulk Hogan, 
who keeps going into semi-retirement and 
keeps coming back. Some people might 
say that Hogan can’t retire because his 
movie career hasn’t worked out, but there’s 
more to it than that. The fact is that Hogan 
| likes winning titles more than he likes 
making movies and TV shows. Others 
suggested that Hogan’s 
rulebreaker is a sign that he doesn’t care 
anymore and is about to retire for real. I’m 
not so sure about that. I’ve known Hogan 
| for a long time, and I’ve never seen him 
having so much fu | 

Hogan’s not going to stay away. Randy | 
Savage, another guy who came out of 
retirement, is not going to stay away. He 
d that once already, then he allowed 
himself to get lured back into the ring, 

T asked Dr. Sidney M. Basil, the noted 
wrestling psychologist, about this the other 
day. Basil seems to think it has nothing to 
do with the lure of the ri 

“These people are incapable of backing | 
| down from a challenge,” Dr. Basil said. “If 
somebody says something to them, they 
can’t turn their backs and walk away. They 
have to settle the matter. They have con- 
frontational personalities and large egos 

that won't allow them to ignore a problem | 
or a challenge. As long as they are an! 
where near a wrestling ring, they are going 
to keep wrestling. The only solution is for 
| them to find jobs away from the ring.” 


ve 


latest return as a 
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| Dusty 


Rhod 
adcaster no 
restier, He'll 


you, though, that it's 
vory difficult for him 
to resist making 
some sort of come- 


back, especially now 
that the NWO Is trying 
‘0 destroy WeW. 


| But for most of these men, that’s like 


telling them to stay away from the beauti- 
ful woman who's causing them so much 
trouble. They’re willing to overlook the 
trouble for the sake of beauty, then they 
complain when the woman does them 
wrong all over again 

You know something, though? I under- 
stand what Dr. Basil is saying, but I unde 
id the lure of the ring idea, too. I’ve 
been around the sport now for thr 
decades, and other magazines and newspa- 
pers have offered me jobs, but I’m always 
turning them down because they have noth- 
ing to do with wrestling. This company 
puts out a hockey magazine, but I have lit- 
|tle interest in taking pictures at hockey 
|games. Why? I don’t know, but there’s 
|something about being right there on the 
|ring, shooting the action. 

It’s energizing. What other sport can s 
that? 


st 


expand, but it isn’t necessarily growing 
stronger. Founding members Scott Hall, Kevin 

Nash, and “Hollywood” Hulk Hogan recruited 
major league brains, cash, and brawn in the form of 
Ted DiBiase and The Giant, and the NWO was 
becoming stronger than any clique we had seen in 
years. But it's been downhill from there 

The faux Sting? Haven't we been there and done 
that already? Remember Barry Windham at 
Halloween Havoc 1990? Six was added soon after. 
Honestly, | knew The 1-2-3 Kid couldn't be a kid for- 
ever, but a number? Now Hogan and company have 
Vince, a man who looks a great deal like DiBiase's 
estranged servant Virgil. Wait a minute—he is Virgil. 

My point is simple: For the NWO to survive, it is 
going to have to do a whole lot better than a Rich 
Little-type impressionist, a junior cruiserweight, and 
a former (and now current) DiBiase lackey. WCW 
can sleep well, at least for tonight. Who's next? Billy 
Kidman? Barry Horowitz? Either one of the Mulkey 
brothers? 

From the Multiple-Round Wrestling Retread Dept.: 
| caught the television premiere of the American 


Te: NEW WORLD ORDER continues to 
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Wrestling Federation's Warriors Of Wrestling show. 
The AWF features such “superstars” as Koko B. 
Ware, Sgt. Slaughter, Bob Orton, Chris Adams, 
and a heavyweight champion by the name of Tito 
Santana. It also boasts the tag team dynasty known 
as Greg Valentine and Tommy Rich. 
The AWF's claim to fame is that it incorporates 
boxing’s round system. Note to AWF promoters: 
Guys, there is a reason that the round system has 
not been done before with success. It doesn't work! 
The fans don't want different. They want better. Just 
be content to be a regular wrestling federation with 
wrestlers that people care about instead of having 
viewers endure rounds of wrestling from wrestlers 
whose best matches took place in the '80s. 
In fairness to this promotion, it was able to sign 
The Road Warriors. But let's face it: I's not the '80s. 
anymore! The Warriors’ most glorious of glory days 
ended back when they lost the NWA tag belts. 
Besides, either Vince or Eric will eventually pony up 
the do-re-mi to bring them on board, 

hear that the AWF's next big signing will be one 
of Adams’ ex-wives. 
Yawn. 
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From the Airing Dirty Laundry Dept.: Jim Ross is 
alittle miffed these days. | guess the frustration has 
been building up inside of him for years. What's the 
problem, Jim? I'm sure those large paychecks over 
the past three years have cleared since you joined 
Vince and company. What changed? In a tirade not 
seen since, well, since Hulk Hogan’s turn, Ross 
berated his employers and place of employment. If 
he weren't under contract to the WWE, I'd say Ross 
is potential NWO material. 

Now, out of revenge, Ross is unleashing the 
Beatlemania’ versions of Razor Ramon and Diesel. 
What next, Jimbo? A phony Outback Jack? A coun- 
terfeit $.D. Jones? Ross has a veritable plethora of 
WWF caricatures from which to choose. 

| always Ross, though. He is the top play-by-play 
guy in the biz. But bringing in cardboard cutouts of 
former superstars is not going to satisfy his lust for 
revenge, and it's not going to satisfy the fans. This 
ploy will just make him a laughingstock, a caricature 
of himself. And we all know that Gene Okerlund has 
the corner on that market. 

From the We've Got Our Invasion, You've Got 
Yours Dept.: The wrestlers of Extreme Championship 
Wrestling (at least for a few days) managed to break 
down the doors of the hallowed WWF. ECW mutants 
all over the world rejoiced. These freaks believed that 
they got the best of ol' Vincent K. Trust me, folks, the 
man knows what he is doing. He allowed these out- 
bursts, and maybe one day, he'll allow a match or 
two ... as long as it raises his ratings and pay-per- 
view buy rates. 

But the bottom line is that ECW is not the cure for 
what ails the WWF. Outside of a select few ex- 
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Trekkies and dateless wonders, very few people 
know what ECW is all about. For most of the world, 
The Sandman helps you sleep, Taz is a cartoon 
character, and Raven is the subject of some old 
Poem. 

This should have all the impact of an AWF inva- 
sion. Yawn 

From the Mr. Pot Meet Mr. Kettle Dept.: My new 
best friend, “Hollywood” Hulk Hogan, not only called 
Randy Savage “bald,” he proceeded to adorn the 
“Macho Man" with spray-on hair. Note to Hogan: 
Take off the bandanna, Kojak. A Wagner Power 
Sprayer couldn't cover up that pate. 

If you must, you can insert your own Bill Apter 
joke here. I'm fresh out. 

Until next issue, remember: If you can't laugh at 
yourself, make fun of other people. Especially when 
that person is your senior editor. 

[Editor's note: We've got a much better idea—we'll 
laugh at ourselves and make fun of Eliner. Better yet, 
we'll just make fun of Eliner. We'll have a party. 
Thousands of fans will attend. We'll make it an all- 
day festival. Ah, maybe not. What we'll do instead is 
remind you that, as always, the views expressed in 
this column are those of Eddie Eliner alone, and they 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of anyone else 
on the staff of this magazine.) [a 


REY MISTERIO JR. 


Shawn Michaels and Rey Misterio Jr, have blazed similar trails in professional 
wrestling. Both had famous mentors who drove them to be the best they could be. 
Both also had their critics who said that their lack of size would impede their 
progress. And both proved their critics wrong and have become superstars, 
Michaels as WWE World champion, and Misterio as one of AAA's standouts 
and as WCW cruiserweight champion. 

Michaels and Misterio are just now reaching their primes. 

Michaels has proven two things in his trailblazing. First, he proved that great tag 
team wrestlers (he won ovo AWA World tag team titles with Marty Jannetty and 
two WWE tag titles with Diesel) can evotve into even better singles wrestlers. 
Second, he validated the claim that to win a world heavyweight title, a man does 
‘not need to be big and muscular. “The Heartbreak Kid” is just 6, 234 pounds. 
Misterio began his career in the shadow of his uncle, Rey Misterio Sr. But he was 
determined to emerge from that shadow, and he did so by working hard in Mexico. 
Only in the last year has he had a chance to succeed in the U.S., first in ECW, 
then in WOW 
Though he is just 5'3", 140, Misterio is regarded by many as the best wrestler, 
pound-for-pound, in the world. It seems as if he invents a new move or two in 
‘almost every match. 

A Michaels-Misterio match might take place someday, but for now, it can only 

occur in the arena of our minds. We asked four very different v 
the two wrestlers and try to figure out who might win and how. Here’s what might 
happen if Michaels and Misterio clashed inside the ring, “Head To Head.” 


estlers to analyze 


oth Shawn Michaels ond Rey Mistorio have 
proven that sie isn't everything inthis spor. 
Sametmes it locks o me like they've stolen afew of 
ny moves, but if they dd 1 couldnt blame them, 
There are lot of Scorpio wonnbes out thee, | ave 
sat the sandr fr hissy of resting. 

When Misteroenard EH, he had hs share of 
lubes, nding me, Here was this pany gy ying 
{to compte in on entrome federation, Mon, he proved 
us all wrong! He could execute moves that ao jst 
evestaing os what. ecryweight ould do, 

Nichoes os speed, git, and acai sk too. 
He went ll the way Yo he tp ofthe WE when most 
peopl said he cud. respect him. He's proo hot 


among te et. 
| ech men woud execute moves and countermoves 
withou ne ging on odvonoge ove theca in th 
cealy going. Mitrio’soray of *Frankenste 
wood play hig part. Michel has hod problems wih 
concussions in tho past, He would be susceptible fo thot 
type of tok. s fs as Nichoos i, Mister aster, 
becouse he's 100 pounds igh 

Wichoe experience oso rulbrecker would prob 
cl help oft Misti high ying He n't fri to 
lend bis fits ond ws them ihe ust. Ho woud oo 
have the odanige in sength, on edge he normally 
does’ have, ond | hike’! use tal. He would be 
corsteily locking ost Mister p for that supakick 
wich prety devastating fisher 

Inthe ond, experience would win. Michaels has 
tho, pls © good ground cock, Mtero would be to 
casos. He'd evenly make mistake that would 
cot him the bout. have ive hs neo Michal, 

Former WCW World tg team and ECW TV 

Sampon 2 Cold corpo is regarded as one of 

| the finer cerialsts in the world. 
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you dent need fo be 6'6, 200 pounds Yo compete | 


{have 0 tremendos amount of respect fer bh 
‘Shown Michaels and Rey Misterio J. They have risen 
tothe highs fpoessinalwresting It would be on 
Hono to face ether Shawn forthe WHF ec Rey 
forthe WOW cruserweight bet 

‘With my great admiration forthe two, | ind it dt 
fat opick o winner But har is how think the 
moth wuld go. Bath men would ie each ther up 
and try to fig ot the proper game pen. Ether 
«ould be dangerous tothe other because of their shoer 
‘speed and, in Michaels’ case, deceptive power, Being 
tht hoy refit evn in ail city, | ink hat 
Shown woud want keep Ry on the mat and use his 
Sronghadvrioge. Like get mony fw, he hes 
broken he ues nd dons ot rom adverse orig 
‘again, 

‘Shown fos but think Ry slighty Faster He 
‘would have to confuse Michaols with « ropid succes- 
sion of oerial moves and hope to frustrate Michaels 
in statin whare he sesh faces and bands 
bis orl otek. Micha is «Botta etl weer 
than ea rawr, When he brows, he get soy 

Shown may have advntoges in experience and 
tog, but Ry hs itngjles tht ust cannot be 
reastd, He hs the heart and determination of « 
‘tue champion, After all, how many wreslers have 
‘outmatched Dean Molenko in a clean scientific match? 
That lone soos volumes forthe lent of Miser, 

Thwould be dos. Shawn dd net et whee he 
today by taking the easy way out. He hos boon 
through is share of Btls od thems ports 
‘ome out on top. But he hos never seen anyone with 
‘05 many moves as Misterio. With all due respect to 
Shawn ches | thik Rey Wisi col beat him. 

The Great Mata, one of the finest aerial 
wrestlers in Jopon, competes occasionally in 
wew. 
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Whee se wrestles ke Shown Michal ord Rey 
istrio J, se itl it of msl Ise thse 0 
true dream match between two skilled technicel 
wrestles tht the fans would be tilled Yo watch 
woud be ile os well 

Rey brs rite on hiss. Hs unde, Rey Misterio 
St, ond | go way boc. What sown i, | now sein 
his nephew. They or both rakes. They hove more 
{oe hon mes profesional wrestlers ody. Doe’ get 
‘me wrong. Rey Jt his own mon. His uncle helped im, 
tothe has mode himself get. He has donot odd 
Aothe cediy of WOW’ cuservight ion, 

‘Shown has lest 13 years loged in ths bust 
ness. You cannot deny his experience. He was eho 
tried by ote get, Jose Lothar, nd Jes inl 
nce Specks voles. He proved himself so ret og 
‘eam wrestler who hod the bility Yo make e teugh 
trnstio it singles wrstng. Shown maybe Bey, 
but he can bck it wp wi 0 stnning onal aoc, on 
undraed mt otek, od the oily a get down and 
diy with hist rebreckars, 

Inthis moth, Shown wool wnt asthe 
immediately, 0s ony experienced wrestler would, | 
would not pit past im fo os the rlebok aide 
just to throw of Rey's stroegy. Rey woud hove 
counter that ight ova He would have o ounce off 
every vale turnbuckle ad rope. 

‘An evel fooght bale would came down to who 
made the fst big stoke. | tly baeve that Rey is 
more focsed than Shawn now. The WWE champi 
chip provides a great many dscns, while Rey 
foused on defending the honor ond tile of he cs 
eveight dvsin. I wood have to ive this math Yo 
Rey, but ik it would lst test 30 minutes. 

‘Mil Mascores, perhaps the most fomous 
masked wrestler in history, still competes 


occasional in Mexico and Jopen. 


Who do hink wuld win hs? Why ot ask mo 
‘ney question? Could Jimny Ol Roy beat Shawn 
iho Rey Mister 2 The answer is simple: 
would’ be ny, but could beste oth 

Nisei oks lik that 90ound weakling that 
You ee on hose old Charles Asa. You know, the 
ny who everybody kicks sand aon the beth, Oh, 50 
he's relly 140 pounds? Plas. | wes 140 pounds 
hen | ws 12 frying ou lu 

| got be honest know th if you underes 
finoe Mister, youl py 0 big price He wants you 
og overconfident knw rom tho tne wo were in 
EW together tht e's ougher han elas. 

Bot he'd wont to prove that Yo Michael ight 
vay ig isthe | know Shawn likes to show of, 
tut e's been in wrestng lang enough Fear how 
important pain is, Aon ier | ink he'd 
stl «ft, maybe leave the ring afew mes slow 
isi down. Een hough Michal is quik, e's not 
os ick os Mister, ond hin he'd ry fo hao the 
nat a fly slow poe 

Hd do whot Doon Merk di in hs is fow 
makes wih Miser in WCW. He'd Kap him on he 
‘mot ond try to weor him dewn, maybe sete the 
rah 030 40 mites, know ths what do, 
and Michaelis oles! os smart os me, Sener or 
Inter, serio woud ge impotion and ry to end he 
match with oe specular move. 

You cart do tht ogoins Michal, Hed se it 
coming and id woy fo reves i Once Mero was 
down, Showa would probably bit im wih fying 
foceorm or fing elowsmash, He be setup forthe 
supe te, andthe match would be oe. 

Former Heavenly Body Jim Del Ray hos 
weestled Michaels and has seen Misterofrst- 
hand many times. He's carently ative onthe 


independent circuit. 
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STING WAS JUSTIFIED IN DECLARING 
HIMSELF A FREE AGENT 


By Steve Anderson 


ET'S MAKE NO mistake about it. For the past 10 

years, Sting has established himself as a man 
of honor. He should never have to prove his 
commitment to what is good. When Ted DiBiose 
attempted to perpetrate his Impostor Sting 
scheme, the wrestling world blinked. We asked 
‘ourselves, How could a man of such dignity so 
easily tum against all the people who trusted 
him? 

The answer was simple: He didn’t. That man 
may have looked like Sting, but he couldn't 
teplicate his character. The NWO-induced para- 
nola in WCW caused friends and foes alike to 
question the “Stinger.” They were too easily 
duped. They ignored Sting’s past and, even 
worse, they ignored DiBiase’s past. Remember, 
he once brought a fake Undertaker to the WWF, 

What else should Sting have done? No one 
bothered to investigate the incident after it hap- 
pened. They were alll too quick to assume the 
worst. Even Lex Luger, a man who has flip- 
flopped between good and bad throughout his 
entire career, just assumed that his best friend 
had gone bad, Luger should be ashamed. WCW 
should be ashamed. 

By declaring himself a free agent, Sting sent a 
message to WCW: Remember how good you 
had it when | was your leader. Appreciate me. 

Throughout his career, Sting has granted sec- 
‘ond, third, and fourth chances to the likes of 
Luger and Ric Flair. They may not have been the 
wisest decisions, but if being too trusting is Sting’s 
worst character flaw, he is still head and shoul- 
ders above most. Other wrestiers would have just 
turned bad. Sting took the more honorable 
‘option. He is now an island unto himseff. 

in a time of war, some WCW wrestlers have 
made a significant tactical error. They didn’t trust 
their standard-bearer and were all too quick to 
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believe DiBiase, Huk Hogan, and his New World 
Order cohorts. The NWO did not even have to 
sign Sting to do significant damage to its enemy. 
It planted the seeds of mistrust that have now 
germinated into a *Sting-less" WCW. 

All of the NASCAR race cars with his likeness 
‘on them and "I'm sorry’s" may not be enough. 
Even if Sting does forgive WCW in the future. 
things will never be the same, Sting’s relationship. 
with Luger will never be the same. Professional 
wrestling with a free agent Sting will never be the 
some. 

That is WCW’s fault, not Sting’s. 

Steve Anderson is a senior writer for Wresite 
AMERICA 


How many times has Sting given Lex Luger the henefit of the 
doubt when others sald he was not trustworthy? If Luger 
couldn't do the same for Sting Just once, says Steve Anderson, 
Sting has every right to feel betrayed. 
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There are two sides to every story, and nowhere is that more true than in 


professional wrestling. Every 


sue, two of the world's most respected mat 


Journalists will debate an important issue concerning the sport, facing off for an 


exchange of ideas, leaving the final decision up to YOU! 


L_COUNTERPOINT: _| 
STING WAS NOT JUSTIFIED IN DECLARING 
HIMSELF A FREE AGENT 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 


Sine, THIS IS reality, Reality, this is Sting. Have 
you two met? 

My advice to Sting is quite simple: Just suck it 
Up and give up the little temper tantrum. Free 
agent or not, he is still an employee of WCW, 
and WCW is at war with the NWO. War, like poll 
tics, makes for strange bedfellows. Sting needs 
fo stop whining and help WCW fend off Hogan. 
DiBiase, and their band of thieves, 

Declaring himself a free agent is not how a 
former and possibly future world champion 
should conduct himself. Instead of a title belt, 
we should give him a pacifier and rattle. He says 
he Is looking out for himself and only himself 
Does that mean he Is going to fight WCW and 
the NWO alll by himself? Is he going to start SCW. 
(Sting Championship Wrestling)? 

Sting might be feeling some bittemess toward 
WCW right now, but he should hate the NWO a 
lot more. And by not helping WCW, he Is indi- 
ectly helping the NWO, DiBiase probably never 
dreamed his little scam would work out this well 
Sting did not help matters by not calling some- 
‘one after he watched his own “tum” on TV, He 
Just waited for friends and co-workers to come to 
him. This is not a good time for Sting to sit back 
‘nd wait for everyone to massage his ego. 

Okay, so WCW was stupid for falling for 
DiBlase’s scam. Sting has been forgiving before. 
He forgave Luger and Flair many times, for cry- 
ing out loud. What did WCW do as a federation 
that these men didn’t do as individual rulebreak- 
@18? If Sting Is truly the honorable man he claims 
to be, he'll forgive this transgression and get on 
with his life, 

Sting’s free agency is not a realistic, long-term 
solution to his problems. The bottom line is that it 
is a bad time for a man to be on his own in 
WCW. What happens if the NWO decides to 
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sneak-attack him? If Sting isn’t willing to help his 
Old friends in WCW anymore, they might not be 
willing to help him, either. WCW needs Sting and 
he needs WCW. Everybody knows that. 

So let's all shake hands and make up. The 
future of WCW is depending upon it. 

Brandi Mankiewicz is the managing editor of 
Wresrie AMERICA. 


Now that Sting Is a “tree agent,” he may have to battle Tho 
Slant and the rest of the MWO without any help from his old 
WCW friends. Brandi Mankiewicz argues that he’s hurting 
himself and WCW by being so stubborn, 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


WORLD TITLE 


1. Hulk Hogon =) Sepa Gutless thug 

2. Randy Savage SMT, > m2 New WOH franchise? 

3. The Giant + 4 1 Quite the actor now 

4. Lex Luger Sag? Feeling stung by Sting 

5. Rey Misterio Jr. + 1 5 Just cruising along 

6, Sting 1 Dimpomt Get over it The WCW tag team scene 

7. Amn Anderson = 7 2 Horseman forever has been heating up lately, 

8. Dallas Page + 2 7 Love that “Diamond cutter” ee right at . sales ot te 

9. Chris Benoit ib Don't get him angry action are Booker T 8 

10. Dean Malenko 110 Cold nd clearing Se Re ane el 
their shoulders, It's hard to 


WORLD TAG TEAM 
5 . believe, but Harlem Heat has 


i [ H 1 won the title six times now. 
|, Harlem Heat + 2B 1 Cooled off PE Harlem Heat lost the belts 
2. Public Enemy fe 2 se Hod their 15 minutes to Public Enemy in Sep- 
3. Nasty Boys + 15 1 They sld out penpaeeeene he 
4. Halas FT Mean, and proud oft Booker and Stevie had to do 
5. Meng/Barbarian 1 a Not serious contenders was turn up the heat on 

Johnny Grunge, who went in 


T 
belles - to the bout with an injures 
knee, and wait for a littl 


Shoulder surgery? interference from their man 


1. Ric Flair 1 il 

2. The Giant copie 2 Hel take any file sgere) Cal Reo rarer 

3. Chris Benoit wee S Chornpion to be? Though they are: rule 

4, Konan ee af ‘Aman with an attitude breakers who too often rel 
= 3 2 Plenty of talent ‘on outside interference tc 


5. Eddy Guerrero 
win, Booker T and Stevi 


Ray have shown everyone 
lot in the last few year: 
They are quick and athletic 
and more often or not, the 
are champions. PE, Kevi 
Nash and Scott Hall, Th 
Nasty Boys, Meng and Th 
Barbarian, and no dout 
many other teams will ch 
lenge the Heat soon. 
Somehow, though, thi 
os always seem ready to me 
any challenge. 


Chris Benoit Dean Malenko. 


WRESTLE AMER! 
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like to brag that they are going to change the 
face of wrestling. Of course, a lot of the talk is 
mere bluster, but recent events demonstrate that 
Hulk Hogan and company are dead serious in their 
quest. 
One of the gang's recent additions is Six, the for- 
mer 1-2-3 Kid. His brilliant grappling skills, speed, 
and agility would appear to be a perfect complement 


A« THE MEMBERS of the New World Order 


‘Six (formerly The 1-2-3 Kid) is now a full-fledged member af 
‘the NWO. From what we've been able to find out, he ought to 
‘he thanking Scott Hall for making sure he’s more than just 
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to the larger members of the 
NWO, but there were reports of 
a conflict between Hogan and 
‘Scott Hall over Six’s role in the 
NWO. Hogan originally wanted 
him to be the group's official 
chauffeur, while Hall thought 
that would be demeaning: 
Apparently Hall has won this 
mini-battle, as Six has yet to 
don his chauffeur's cap, 

So everyone in the NWO will 
tell you that everything is fine 
within the group, but | wonder if that’s true. Sources 
tell me the NWO was also divided over whether to 
invite Jeff Jarrett into the fold. Hall and Kevin Nash 
were reportedly very interested in bringing him in, but 
Hogan didn't like the idea. 

The NWO is so confident in itself as an organiza- 
tion now that it has begun selling NWO T-shirts 
They also have television time on WCW telecasts, as 
a result of their victory at “War Games.” Even this 
issue of contains a paid NWO ad, Eric Bischoff can 
complain, but the NWO is a threat that won't disap- 
pear soon. 

Unfortunately for WCW, in its time of greatest 
need, it may be losing one of its most valuable 
wrestlers. While Sting hasn't yet declared any alle- 
giance to the NWO, he definitely has made it clear 
he wants nothing to do with WCW. 

The friction started when an impostor Sting 
attacked Lex Luger on WCW Monday Nitro. Sting 
grew incensed after Luger insisted his attacker really 
was Sting 

In “War Games" at Fall Brawl, Sting was scheduled 
to join his comrades for an eight-man match against 
the NWO (including the impostor Sting), but he 
appeared only near the end, and he left after pum- 
meling four members of the NWO. On a later Nitro, 
he said he was getting tired of people not trusting 
him, and he refused to join Luger for a match against 
Chris Benoit and Steve McMichael 

“As far as 'm concerned, I'm a free agent!” Sting 
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crowed, "I have to start doing what's best for me, not 
for some cause or organization. If people in WCW 
want to treat me like garbage, well, they're going to 
get back the same sort of treatment!” 

“Sting is making a big mistake,” said Luger. “Right 
Now, this may look like the best move for him, but 
he's leaving himself without any allies, and in the cur- 
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rent situation, that’s a real dangerous thing to do. | 
think—! hope—he'll come around,” 

Among Sting's enemies are the Horsemen, whose 
leader, Ric Flair, is none too happy that Elizabeth 
has again gotten friendly with his mortal enemy (and 
Elizabeth's ex-wife), Randy Savage. 

“She'll never have it as good as she had it with The 
Four Horsemen if she goes back to Savage, | hope 
she realizes that,” Flair said. | still think there's a 
chance she'll join the NWO eventually. Hogan has, 
after all, promised her movie roles if she does join. It 
‘may be an offer too tempting for her to pass up. 

Meanwhile, Flair has other problems to worry 
about, namely his right shoulder, which he injured 
during a September tour of Japan. At press time, he 
was leaning toward having surgery on it. I he does 
have the surgery, he'll probably miss about three 
‘months of action. 

A big breakup in WCW not many are talking about 
concerns The Blue Bloods. Earl Robert Eaton has 
officially left the camp of Lord Steven Regal and 
Squire David Taylor to become just plain-old 
Bobby Eaton again. Now Eaton is locked in a hot 
feud with Taylor, and he has done well in matches 
with him, 

“Man, sometimes | ask myself, What was / think: 
ing?” Eaton confided. “Lord knows why | ever 
thought that sleaze Regal would be good for my 
career, but now I'm out, and I'm ready to show the 
American people that when I fight on my own terms, 
there isn't a tougher man in this sport. Soon I'll be 
going after Regal and his TV titie!” 

Col. Robert Parker is hoping to get Kurasawa 
back under contract again. The up-and-coming 
Japanese wrestler didn’t accomplish much under 
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conti 


‘The man on the left Is a Blue Blood no more, Earl Robert 
Eaton is back to being Bobby Eaton and hopes to get a shot 
at the TV tile held by his former partner Lord Steven Regal. 


Parker a few years ago in WCW, but he impressed a 
lot of people by beating both Flair and Riki Choshu 
in the same week this fallin the Orient. 

Maybe Parker had better make sure his relation- 
ship with Harlem Heat is secure before he starts 
adding to his stable. The Heat regained the WCW 
World tag title eight days after Public Enemy beat 


Kee 


WeW newcomer Super Cato (right) is just one of severat 
Mexican standouts very upset by Konnan’s decision to join 
Jimmy Hart in the Dungeon of Doom (above). Konnan doesn’t 
‘care much about what they think. 
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them, but Booker T and Stevie Ray are still not 
happy that Parker seems more interested in blowing 
kisses to Sherri Martel than helping them out. 

Rick Steiner has looked good in singles action 
while his brother, Scott, has been recuperating 
from back and hip injuries ... Can you believe ref- 
eree Nick Patrick had the gall to ask that WCW 
fine Randy Savage $1-million for roughing him up 
a bit during a match? Why is this guy still officiat- 
ing? 

Two of AAA's top stars, Super Calo and 
Juventud Guerrera, recently made their WCW 
debuts. Both men, along with Rey Misterio Jr., 
are old friends of Konnan, their fellow AAA com- 
petitor, They take pride in the relationship, but 
they're saddened that Konnan decided to join the 
Dungeon of Doom. 

“It doesn't have to be this way,” said Guerrera, 
who lost to Konnan in a brilliant contest at Fall 
Brawl. “Konnan doesn't need those people around 
him. He's a superstar on his own. | guess he has 
his reasons, but | hope he wises up soon.” 

Konnan's response: "With all due respect, Super 
Calo, Rey Misterio, and Juventud Guerrera should 
not be concerned with my business!” 

Not too long ago, a lot of experts thought Ice 
Train and Scott Norton were a tag team on the 
rise. Now they're violent enemies. 

“Norton turned his back on me!” Ice Train 
claimed. "He called me the weak link of the team, 
so now he's paying the price! | made him submit at 
Fall Brawl, and | intend to make him submit all 
over the circuit until he’s ready to admit he was the 
weak link 

Something tells me he'll be waiting a 
long time for that admission. 
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With World Championship Wrestling facing its worst crisis 
ever at the hands of the NWO, the question needs to be 
asked: Could all of this have been avoided? Jimmy Hart 
thinks the answer to that question is a resounding “Yes!” 


‘When Jimmy Hart (above left) looks at Hulk Hogan (above) 
ByC i today, he sees a bitter, angry, vicious, and very dangerous 
'y Craig Peter ‘man. He also wonders if he could have prevented him from 
becoming that kind of man. 


about as if he has never even heard of decaf, 


HE IMAGE HAS become almost laughably 
familiar, so much so that it can’t help but force 
screaming through his megaphone with a screechy 


its way into your head when you think of the 


name “Jimmy Hart.” insistence that long ago slipped over into incom- 
There's carnage in the ring. A man is down ... _prehensibility 
maybe two or three men. Two or three men are —_The image is familiar because through the years, 


simmy Hart has been there. Sometimes it's been 
his men doing the beating, sometimes his men 
have taken the beating. But he has always had 
something to say about it all 

‘And now, with World Championship Wrestling 


unleashing a hideously brutal beating on the men 
who are either struggling to protect themselves, or 
who have slipped into the passivity of unconscious- 
ness. 

‘And amidst it all, there's Jimmy Hart leaping 
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down on the mat receiving a hideously brutal beat- 
ing that is being unleashed by the NWO, and with 
‘no hope that someone will emerge from the dress- 
ing room to storm the ring and save the day, Jimmy 
Hart again has something to say. 

This time, though, he’s not jumping up and down. 
He's not screaming through his megaphone, and 
he's quite able to be understood clearly and dis- 
tinctly, thank you. As a matter of fact, Jimmy Hart 
is downright somber. It's not a demeanor he often 
reveals to the public. 

“Yeah, well, it's not like anything like this has 
ever happened before, either,” Hart says in unchar- 
acteristically quiet tones. “Time once was when 
you knew who your friends and enemies were. Life 
isn't so clear-cut anymore.” 

Indeed it's not. Last year, when Hart betrayed 
Hulk Hogan at Halloween Havoc, it seemed very 
clear who the good guys and the bad guys were. 
But as the events of that pay-per-view were being 
digested along with the contents of a nation’s trick- 
or-treat bags, nobody in his right mind could ever 
have imagined the topsy-turvy events that would 
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‘It was only two years ago that 
Hart and Hogan posed together 
as the 1994 Manager and 
Wrestler of iF, Fespec- 
tively, as voted by readers of 
PW (above), and on the set of 
‘Thunder In Paradise (lett). Hart 
‘now can't help but regret tum- 
‘ing against Hogan, 


No 
‘one in WCW has been able to da much to weaken the power 
ofthe NWO since. 
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rock WCW in 1996. 

Remorse? Yeah, a little bit,” 
Hart said. “I mean, look, it’s not 
like | miss Hogan or anything. | 
engineered that Halloween Havoc 
ambush for a long, long time, and | 
have no regrets about doing it. But 


Hart’s voice trailed off into 
silence. He was clearly battling | 
with a sense of contusion in his 
‘own mind about the events of the 
past, the nature of the present, 
and the potential for the future. 
*You know, | think about it 
Maybe that was the first step 
Maybe that was the first domino in 
the line that set all the others to 
falling over. Hogan had complete 
and total faith and trust in me. 
That's fine, that's what enabled me 
to do what | wanted to do. But...” 
Again Hart's voice trailed off. He 
thought a few moments before 
choosing his next words. He chose 
them carefully 
1 don't like what is happening in 
WCW right now. | don't like it one 
bit. | like to know who's friends 
with who. | don't believe in total 
anarchy, and that's what's happen- 
ing in WCW right now. It's total. 
anarchy. | 
‘Say what you want about Jimmy 
Hart, but | bell hanging the 
filtration? 
lem. But}this whole 
Outsid@rs and the 3 
H's just not 
tm |) 
uid have left Hulk 
Hogan. Maybelif |’ were still man- 
aging him today! could have pre= 
vented this wholé NWO thing rom 
happening. Or, at thervery teast)| 
manipulated, him.so that he was 
force against,the a 


Sure. No 


Ying force ofthe N 

That, indeed, remains a mi 
problemsfor WCW. The NWO was 
‘strong when Kevin Nash and Scott 
| formed the nuéleus of its 
nce the *Hulkster” 
inced.12-plus years of 
ikamania?’ toldthe world to 
it” and decided to side with 
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{0 vs, RAE ‘SAVAGE & ELIZA- 
Not only did Hulk Hogan do 
nthinkable and spray-palat 


‘one-half of the tag team known as Rough ’n’ 


RANDY SAVAGE vs. RIC |, 
FLAIR: Everyone in WCW 


the NWO, but the 
“Macho Man” and the 
“Nature Boy” have 
never been able to set- 
tle their differences. 
‘Savage will gladly ram 
Flair's head into a turn- 
buckle anytime. 
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HACKSAW DUGGAN vs. MIKE ENOS: Duggan got a 
wasn’t ready in this match. Hacksaw’s power was 
Ready. 


DALLAS PAGE vs. SCOTTY RIGGS: Aerial moves 
‘sometimes work against “Diamond” Dallas, 

but when he gets you in his clutches, as 
Riggs discovered, he'll show you no mercy 
‘when he drives you into the mat. 
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RICK & SCOTT STEINER vs. 
HARLEM HEAT: Scott always 
keeps an eye on the oppos- 
| ing team’s corner, even if 

he Is only applying an arm- 
‘bar on someone like Stevie 
Ray (left). He couldn't keep 


Booker T's rear chinlock 
(above). 


THE GIANT vs. STING: How do 


ing on The Giant's back and 
applying a sleeperhold (right). 
More often than not, though, 
hhe has ended up lying on his 
back (below). 


LEX LUGER vs. ARN ANDERSON: If you can 
avoid his “torture rack,” you have a chance to 
beat Lex Luger, but once you're up on his 
shoulders, it's tough to escape without sub- 
iitting. Anderson, like many others, didn’t. 


Winter/1996 a7 


High-Flving And eath-Detying: 


Impact wrestlers are grapplers 
who make a difference or 
change the sport. They're not 
always heavyweights. 

In fact, some of the lighter, 
Lucha Libre-style wrestlers are 
leading a revolution of their 


own right now 
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By Steve Anderson 
NLY TWO YEARS ago, 
few fans in the United 


about Mexican wrestlers such as 
Konnan, Super Calo, Juventud 
Guerrera, and Psicosis. Even 
Rey Misterio Jr. was a mystery. 
Mexican wrestling? Sure, many 
knew about the existence of AAA 
and had maybe heard about 
EMLL, but probably only a few 
could name even one or two of 
the athletes who competed in 
those promotions. 

These days, not a single 
WCW Monday Nitro goes by 
without at least one of them 
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Rey Misterio Jr. and Psicosis were the first men to bring the Lucha Libre style of 
‘wrestling to ECW. Misterio has so many amazing moves in his repertoire. They've 
helped him become WCW cruiserweight champion, 


being featured prominently in a 
match. Misterio holds the WCW 
cruiserweight title. All the WCW 
broadcasters recognize Konnan 
as the AAA Mexican heavy- 
weight champion, and he has 
already had one reign as WOW 
U.S. champion. Calo, Guerrera 
and Psicosis have 
competed for those 
belts at Bashes, Starr 
cades, and other pay: 
per-views. 

What's going on 
here? 

The answer: Lucha 
Libre has arrived in the 
U.S., and it's going to 
hang around..for a 
while, 

To most North Ame- 
rican fans, Lucha Libre 
is a style of wrestling 
made popular in 


One of the more pi 
moves used by wrestlers 
‘who prefer the Lucha style 
is tho “Frankenstel 
Here, Misterio executes one 
‘on Perry Satum, who at the 
time just happened to be on 
the shoulders of his own 
partner, John Kronus. 


Mexico. To fans south of the bor- 
der, Lucha Libre /s wrestling 
What it really is is a fast-paced, 
high-intensity, high-impact style 
of wrestling that features a lot of 
aerial moves. Lighter wrestle 
tend to love it, and many of the 
Mexican athletes who use tho 
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style wear colorful masks. 

For years, save for a few 
diehards in the Southwest, very 
few fans in the States were 
aware of how different the excit- 
ing action going on south of the 
border was from what they were 
used to seeing. But that all 
changed a little more than a year 
ago, thanks in large part to ECW. 
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ECW fans are a finicky bunch 
When Mexican star Rey Misterio 
Jr. entered the promotion, most 
questioned his ability to adjust to 
the famed “extreme” style of 
ECW. The 140-pound Misterio 
was entering a den of brawlers 
who significantly outweighed 
him, most by more than 100 
pounds. But Misterio didn't adjust 


Just study the Misterio-Psicosis feud If 
you want to known about the popularity 
of Lucha. Their rivalry began in Mexico, 
shifted to ECW, and has also continued 
in WCW. Fans everywhere love their 
exciting matches. 


his style to fit in with ECW. 

No, he brought the Lucha 
style to ECW. 

In his first match, against 
Psicosis, he put on a display of 
moves, including numerous vari- 
ations of the “Frankensteiner,” 
that left the Philly crowd thirsting 
for more. 

“| saw a few tapes of ECW 
when | was in Mexico,” Misterio 
recalled. "I knew | had to prove 
real fast that | belonged there. 
But at my size, | have always 
had to prove myself. I'm just glad 
it worked out so well.” 

ECW promoters took notice and 
signed additional Lucha stars, 
including La Parka. Their impact 
on the promotion was significant 
No longer were fans just lusting 
and chanting for blood. Misterio, 
Konnan, Psicosis, and La Parka 
proved that you do not need 
chairs, barbed wire, or broken 
tables to give the fans entertain- 
ing matches. Lucha Libre 
changed ECW .. for the better. 

Soon WCW took notice, too. 
Senior Vice President Eric 
Bischoff saw how great these 
Mexicans were and how popular 
they were. Bischoff knew 
Misterio and company would be 
perfect for his promotion’s new 
cruiserweight division. 

“| always say that if you're 
going to do something, do it 
right,” said WCW Commissioner 
Nick Bockwinkel. “We knew 
where the quality cruiserweights 
were, so we sought them out and 
signed them.” 

First WCW lured Misterio and 
Psicosis, then Guerrera and 
Calo. The cruiserweight division 
was booming. Lucha truly arrived 
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If you haven’t been watching 
Lucha Libre-style wrestling for very 
long, you're probably hearing some 
| terms with which you're not all that 
familiar. A wrestler will execute a 
spectacular high-risk move and 
you'll hear one of the broadcasters 
refer to it by a name that sounds like 
some sort of tropical storm or exotic 
es of 
South America, The following is a 


| fish you might find in the jun; 


list of moves commonly used by 
wrestlers who favor the Lucha style 
and an explanation of how each is 
executed 

‘Tope: The wrestler executing 
this move will grab on to the top 
rope and swing over the ropes and. 
onto his opponent with a cross 
bodyblock 

Plancha: 
wrestler will dive between the middle 


To execute this, a 


THE LUCHA STYLE: A BEGINNER’S GUIDE 


and top ropes onto an opponent who 
is standing outside the ring, 


wrestler will run up the ropes, dive 
‘outside the ring and flip onto his 
shaken foe. 

Plancha con helo: Same as a 
plancha, but the wrestler will also do 
a flip before crashing into his foe. 

Shooting star press: A move 
*s also very popular in Japan, 
ing the middle of the ring, the 
high into the air, do 
‘a complete somersault, and land 
across the chest of his fallen oppo- 
nent. Mare Mero calls this move his 
“Wild Thing,” 

Rana: Very similar to the victory 
roll. 

Hurancanrana: This is actually 
@ great counter move. It is usually 
used by a wrestler who is about to be 
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wrestler will 


power-bombed. Just before he is dri- 
ven into the mat, he can hook his 
legs around the other wrestler’s 
shoulders and neck and roll him over 
and onto the mat, If done right, it 


Pescado: It’s similar to the plan- 
cha, except to execute this move cor- 
rectly, a wrestler must hurdle the top 
rope and use a cross-bodyblock on 
his opponent. 

La Tapatia: Similar to the “surf- 
board” submission hold used by 
‘many American wrestlers, except the 
wrestler being victimized is lifted 
high into the air. 

Caballo: Another name for the 
“camel clutch” made popular in 
America by The Iron Sheik in the 
USS,, this hold was actually first pe 
fected by Gory Guerrero, 

—Dave Lenker 
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when Misterio defeated Dean 
Malenko for the cruiserweight 
belt. 

Judging from the goings-on at 
some of the recent Nitros and 
WCW pay-per-views, Lucha has 
not only arrived, it is establishing 
deep roots. Fall Brawl may have 
boasted a WCW vs. NWO cage 
match main event, but two 
prominent matches featured 
Mexican stars. Konnan defeated 
Guerrera, and Misterio defeated 
Calo. The Lucha-style stars were 
glad the “War Games” match 
was contested in a double-ring, 
because they got to use that 
setup, too. 

“Vil admit that it was a bit of an 
adjustment,” Super Calo said 


Every wrestler who has mastered the 
Lucha style knows how to throw drop- 
kicks, spinning kicks, savate kicks, and 
practically every other type of kick there 
is. Here, Misterio is felled by one from 
Juventud Guerrera. 
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through an interpreter. 

But for me, more ring 
space and ropes pro- 
vided more ammuni- 
tion. I loved it.” 

The more WCW 
shows Lucha-style 
matches on TV, the 
more people who will 
see it. And if more 
people see it, it will 
become more and 
more popular. And as 
it becomes more and 
more popular, more 
up-and-coming wres- 
tlers will adopt it 

How long before the 
WWF starts featuring 
some Lucha-style wrestling? 

Okay, so fans and promoters 
tend to have short memories. 
What is popular one day could 
be the scourge of wrestling a few 
months later. But you can be 
certain wrestlers like Misterio, 
Calo, and Guerrera will do their 
best to make sure Lucha re- 
mains popular in the U.S, and 
Mexico as long as they're 
around. 

“it makes me feel very proud 
that all the people in the United 
States have accepted me and 
appreciate my style,” said 
Misterio, who was ranked num- 
ber seven in the 1996 “PW 
500.” “| know that not every 
wrestler can use the style that | 
use and some of the others in 
AAA use, but | think it is the best 
and most exciting style in the 
world.” 

The Mexican invasion that 
began a few years ago figures to 
continue for some time. It's one 
invasion that everyone seems to 
be enjoying. i 


You know that every Lucha match you 
see will feature plenty of high-risk 
moves such as an over-the-top-rope 
dive (top left) and a belly-to-back 
suplex off the ropes (left). 
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HOMETOWN: Parts unknown 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: WCW 
‘World heavyweight (1996) 
BIGGEST STRENGTHS: Si 
‘and underrated aagity 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Ovoreontidence 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
Chioke-slam 

‘CLOSEST ALLY: 

‘The entiro NWO 

MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Randy Savage 

BIGGEST MATCH: Boat Ric 
Flair for WOW World 
heavyweight fe, April 22, 1996 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Holp to 
‘make the NWO even stronger 
‘and more dominant than it 
already is 

LONG-RANGE GOAL: 

To become one of America's top 
movie stars 

HE SAID IT: ‘Joining the NWO 
‘was tho best decision I've ever 
made. Me and my fiend 
‘Hollywood’ Hulk Hogan make a 
real good team, don't you think? 
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A\Giant 
Weapon! For the NWOh. and A 
_ Giant Headache For Sting 
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Two pages in Pro Wrestling llustrated every month just wasn't 
‘enough! That's what we decided at one of our editorial meetings this 
fall. We devote two pages of every issue of PW/ to the latest goings. 
on in the WWF-WCW war, but now that it has been more than a year 
since Nitro went on the air and more than a year since this war really 
started to heat up, we felt like it was time to put this whole thing in 
perspective, 

What you see on the following 23 pages is our attempt to do that. 
First, we look back and see how this war began ... way back in the 
1980s. To gain a complete understanding of what is happening in the 
war now, you need to know exactly what has gone on in the past 
We've given you a comprehensive look at that as well as several 
other features relevant to the WCW-WWF war. But perhaps the most 
important part of this section begins on page 56, where Senior Writer 
Steve Anderson gives you an idea of exactly where this war might be 
headed 

‘As we've said before, this is probably the most important feud in 
wrestling history. 


OF COURSE, YOU KNOW, THIS MEANS WARII! 
WWE vs, WCW: A CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 
We let you know how it all started 


WAS IT WORTH IT? 
| EVALUATING THE WRESTLERS WHO MADE THE JUMP 
Grading the wrestlers who moved from the WWF to WCW, or vice versa 


‘THE WWE-WCW WAR: OUR THOUGHTS 
Who's ahead? Here's how we see it 


WHO'S WINNING? OUR READERS SPEAK OUT! 
‘Some of our subscribers get a chance to speak out 


‘THE MONDAY NIGHT WARS: 
| RAW-NITRO BATTLE KEYS THE WWF-WCW WAR 
‘The ratings for all Raws and Nitros since September 1995 


IT COULD HAPPEN: 
| ALOK AT THE FUTURE OF THE WWF-WCW WAR 


|) Events that might turn the tide of this nasty battle 
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Of Course, You inow, 
This yo ge 
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1 7 ith all the attention being 

VY wresling wars, it would 
seem that the battle between the World 
Wrestling Federation and World 
Championship Wrestling began in 
1995 when WCW debuted Monday 
Nitro against the WWE's Monday 
Night Raw: 

However, the beginning of this war 
can actually can be traced back 13 
years earlier, when World 
Championship Wrestling was merely 
the name of a TV show aired by a pro 
motion called Georgia Championship 
Wrestling under the jurisdiction of the 
National Wrestling Alliance, 

In 1983, wo promotions were 
receiving national exposure through 
cable television 

One was Georgia Championship 
Wrestling, whose World Championship 
Wrestling program on WTBS was con 
sistently one of the highest rated pro- 
‘grams on cable-TY. The other was the 
independent promotion Southwest 
Championship Wrestling, which aired 
‘on USA network. 

The San Antonio-based promotion, 
run by Joe Blanchard, was considered 
an “outlaw” promotion, as it promoted 
in regions where NWA promoters were 
already established. 

Georgia Championship Wrestling 
intended to expand 1 ly and 


West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio; the latter two areas were consid- 
cred part of the WWF's Northeast terri- 
tory. In an effort to gain force for its 
national expansion plans, GCW began 
a symbiotic relationship. with 

outhwest Championship Wrestling, 
With the two promotions dominating, 
national cable exposure, it appeared 
that together they would change the 
face of wrestl 

If GCW and SCW were going to 
fail in their bid to become a national 
Power, then most industry observers 
felt NWA member World Class 
Championship Wrestling would be the 
most likely second choice, WCCW 
started syndicating its slick television 
program nationally in 1982, and the 
highly rated program was the best pro- 
duced wrestling television show of its 
time, Riding on the popularity of the 
Von Erich brothers, it appeared des- 
tined for long-term success. However, 
I tragic events, the declining 
‘Texas economy, and some poor busi 
ness decisions prevented WCCW from 
becoming a national force. 

What WCW, SCW, and WCCW 
‘could not have foreseen was that the 
WWE was formu 
sion 
begin taking aggressive and unprece- 
dented steps toward becoming the 
‘greatest wrestling force in the history 
Of the sport. 


‘in 1983, Georgia Championship Wresting, whose top star was Mr. Wrestfing Il 


(git), tried to work together with Southwest 


Wrestling, a promo- 


Championship 
tion run by Joe Blanchard (above). The two promotions never made a serious 


Jimpact nationally. 
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Many expected World Class Cham- 
plonship Wrestling to become a strong 
‘ational promotion by the mid- or late- 
1980s, but the series of tragedies that 
struck the Von Erich family prevented 
‘that from happening. 


What follows is a chronology of the 
major events in the battle for the pride, 
glory, and money that comes with 
being the number-one promotion in the 
United States. 
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June 6: Vince McMahon Jr. buys out 
Vince McMahon Sr.’s stock in the 
WWF, incorporating under the name 
TitanSports. 


September: The WWF, whose 
‘monthly Madison Square Garden shows 
had been airing on USA Network, nego- 
tiates a deal with USA to have its Ad 
American Wrestling teplace the 
‘Southwest Championship Wrestling pro- 
gram. 

MeMahon doesn’t reveal his inten- 


tions of national expansion, and even 
shows footage of wrestlers who are 
‘working for other promotions, including 
Ric Flair, the Von Erichs, Magnum 
T.A., Greg Valentine, Junkyard Dog, 
and Rick Steamboat. 

sptember 29: The WWE makes its 
first challenge to the now-defunct 
American Wrestling Association, pro- 
rmoting a card in San Jose, California. 

November: Hulk Hogan, atthe time 
the biggest attraction in the AWA, signs 
with the WWF. 

Other key acquisitions soon would 
follow, including Bobby Heenan, Gene 
Okerlund, Roddy Piper, Paul Omdorff 
and David Shultz. 

November 24: Mid-Atlantic 
‘Wrestling, an NWA affiliate promoted 
by Jim Crockett, holds Starrcade in 
Greensboro, North Carolina 

‘The card, which sees Ric Flair regain 
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the NWA World ttle from Harley Race, 
draws 15,500 fans to the arena and 
another 40,000 at closed-circuit TV 
locations in several state 

Ironically, Hulk Hogan had original 
ly planned to appear on the card even 
before signing with the WWF, but had a 
prior commitment in Japan that he could 
not break. 


Hulk Hogan defeats the 
Iron Sheik for the WWE title. 

‘April: The WWF gets a two-hour 
Tuesday night slot on USA Network. 
led Tuesday Night 


The program, 


Hulk Hogan was a strong drawing card in 
the AWA In 1983 (above) ... until Vince 
‘McMahon lured him away to the WWF 
later that year. In January 1984, 


“Hulkamania” was bom (below). 


Titans, combines wrestling and zany 
studio talk-show segments, 

A consistent ratings winner in its first 
year, the program would be canceled in 
mid-1986. 

May 27: Vince McMahon Sr. dies. 

May: The WWF signs rock singer 
Cyndi Lauper and actor Mr. T. The s0- 
called “Rock ’n’ Wrestling” connection 
brings unprecedented mainstream press. 


‘The WWF got all kinds of mainstream pub- 
licity during the days of the “Rock 'n’ 
‘irestling” connection. Here, Cyndi Lauper 
attends a press conference with Hulk 
Hogan andl Mr. T. 


May 29; The first NWA wrestling 
card in the New York area in 20 years 
is promoted by Jim Crockett’s Mid- 
Atlantic Wrestling at the Byrne 
Meadowlands Arena, Rick $ 
vs. Ric Flair headlines. 

July 14: “Black Saturday”; Vino 
McMahon purchases Georg’ 
Championship Wrestling Inc. With no 
advance notice to fans, World 
Championship Wrestling on WTE 
now features McMahon and Georgia 
mainstay Freddie Miller introducing 
previously taped WWF matches. 

‘The WWF is now broadcast na- 
tionally Saturdays and Sundays on 
WTS, the USA Network, Madison 
Square Garden Cable, and 103 syndi- 
cated stations 

WTBS receives more than 200 
complaints within the first 72 hours 
after the initial WWF broadcast and 
more than 500 within a week. Asked 
for a comment by the Atlanta Con- 
stitution, McMahon replied: “We'll 
show those complainers the difference 
between a major league and minor 
Jeague production, given time.” 

July 28: In response to the emo- 
tionally charged fans, WTBS runs the 


reambou 
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first installment of Championship 
Wrestling From Georgia at 7:35 a.m. 
Eastem (4:30 a.m. Pacific). The show 
is hosted by Gordon Solie and Ole 
Anderson. Said a WTBS spokesman, 
“Ted [Turner] felt that Ole An- 
derson’s group provided a good prod- 
Uct for many years, that it was only 
fair that we keep them on.” 

Still the early time slot does not go 
‘over well with the fans, 

August 18: Championship Wres 
iling From Georgia is switched to 
9:05 Eastern, 

September 25: Further evidence of 
MeMahon’s cross-promoting savvy is 
Provided when Hulk Hogan appears 
8 a guest VI on MTV, 

September 29: In an attempt to 
‘counter the WWF"s expansion efforts, 
Seven major promoters—including the 
AWA and Jim Crockett Promotions 
(Mid-Atlantic)—band together to 
form Pro Wrestling USA, which 
Would broadcast matches on supersta 
tion WPIX out of New York, 

‘Though Pro Wrestling USA would 
tun shows in the WWF's Northeast 
territory and become the first wres- 
{ling program on ESPN, the compa- 
ay’s disorganization would prevent it 
from becoming a success. By 1986, 
the AWA had alienated the other pro- 
moters, most importantly Jim 
Crockett, and the program eventually 
only showcased the painful decline of 
the AWA. 


i 


Fans were able to watch The Rock ’ 


‘on superstation WPIX in 


Insane 285 ot Pro Hresting USA. The show fatred ars tom th hae 


AWA, and other organizations. 
1985 


February 18: “The War To Settle 
‘The Score” is cablecast live on MTV. 

The main event, pitting Roddy 
Piper against Hulk Hogan, is cut short 
when Cyndi Lauper and Mr. T inter: 
fere, 

The event would lead to the 
WWF's first Wr 

Mareh 10: Bill Watts’ Universal 
Wrestling Federation starts running on 


inthe thaw Negtting with Dick Murdoch) kad tremendous success with hs UWE 
Im the mid-1980s, especially when his TV show ran on WTBS. 
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on Sundays, During the show's 
13 weeks on the air, itis the highest 
rated show on cable-TV, 

March 31: The WWE holds 
WrestleMania, a wrestling supercard 
with celebrities overflowing, at 
Madison Square Garden. The card ig 
headlined by Hogan and Mr, T against 
Piper and Orndorff. The event is 
viewed nationally on closed-circuit TV 
and pay-per-view in a few test mar- 
kets. 

April: Cash-starved and at odds 
with WTBS chairman Ted Turner, 
McMahon sells his time slot to Jim 
Crockett Promotions for a reported $1- 
million, 

Legend has it McMahon told 
Crockett, “You'll choke on that mil- 
lion. 

Crockett would dub his program 
World Championship Wrestling and 
maneuver the UWF off WTBS, 

May 11: Wrestling returns to net- 
work television after an absence of 
nearly three decades when NBC 
broadcasts the WWF's first Saturday 
Night's Main Event. The exposure 
would give the WWE a competitive 
edge for several years 

August 27: ESPN begins airing 
Pro Wrestling USA 
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February: World Cl: 
pionship Wrestling secedes from the 
NWA due to disputes with Jim 
Crockett Promotions, the major play- 
er in the NWA. 

‘As smaller promotions would 
close down, or were bought out by 
Jim Crockett Promotions, JCP 
would, for all intent and purpose, 
gain full control of the NWA. 
Ironically, as the NWA body con- 
tained fewer and fewer members, 
Crockett became the key player in an 
organization that was becoming less 
and less powerful. 

February 7: WTBS airs Super- 
stars On The Superstation, @ live 
prime time wrestling special that 
preceded Clash of the Champions by 
two years 

March 1: The WWF keeps the 
“Rock 'n’ Wrestling” connection 
going strong with the first Slammys 
special on MTV. 

October 14: On the verge of 
superstardom, Magnum T.A. crashes 
his Poreshe into a utility pole in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, ending his 
wrestling car 

‘The loss of a star of Magnum’s 
yer was considered a major blow 
im Crockett Promotions. 


1987 


March 29: WrestleMania III from 
the Pontiac Silverdome near Detroit 
sets an indoor attendance record of 
93,173. The gate is approximately 
$1.6-million. 

Headlined by Hogan vs. Andre the 
Giant, the show-stealer is Rick 
‘Steamboat vs. Randy Savage, consid- 
tered one of the best WWF matches of 
the "80s. 

April 9: Jim Crockett Promotions 
purchases the UWF for $4-million. 
This acquisition provides Crockett 
with several UWF wrestlers and the 
UWF's strong national syndication 
package 

Though this could have been a 
boon for JCP, financial problems 
‘were beginning to set in for the com- 
pany. 

Bill Watts would eventually only 
receive $1.2-million for the UW! 
and the UWF would eventually be 
absorbed into the NWA. 

November 26: The WWF runs its 
inaugural Survivor Series pay-per- 
view in direct competition with the 
NWA’s Starrcade, forcing PPV dis- 
tributors to chose between the two 
supercards. 

‘As the WWE had a proven history 
in PPV and the NWA did not, an 


‘An indoor attendance record for wrestling was set during WrestleMania Il in Pontiac, 
Michigan, in 1987. More than 93,000 fans showed up. 
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overwhelming majority would choose 
the WWF. 

Starrcade was only aired on a few 
cable systems and the WWF succeed- 
ed in taking away the Thanksgiving 


tradition from the NWA. 


1988 


January 24: The NWA promotes 
the Bunkhouse Stampede pay-per-view. 


‘The first Bunkhouse Stampede pay-per- 
‘view aired in January 1988. Fans wore 
forced to choose between watching that 
‘and the WWWPs Royal Rumble, which airod 
(free TV at the same timo, 


‘This marked the first time a PPV 
would be opposed by a free wrestling 
‘event on cable-TV, angering cable oper- 
ators across the nation. 

February 5: After a 33-year ab- 
sence, wrestling returns to prime time 
network television with the WWF's 
Main Event program. Andre the Giant 
defeats Hulk Hogan for the World tile 
{n front of a national audience of 33 mil- 
Tion. 

‘March 27: In retaliation for the 
WWF's Royal Rumble maneuver, the 
NWA airs the first Clash of the 
Champions free on WTBS opposite 
WrestleMania IV. 

‘The counterprogramming is believed 
to have cost the WWF between $2-mil- 
lion and $4-million in revenues. 

‘September: In an attempt at cross- 
promotion, Jim Crockett has his 
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‘wrestlers make guest appearances on the 
syndicated television program Learning 
The Ropes, starting Lyle Alzado. The 
Program is a critical and ratings disaster. 

November: The financially troubled 
Jim Crockett Promotions, comerstone of 
the NWA, is sold to Turner Broad- 
casting System, 

Turner renames the promotion 
World Championship Wrestling 


1989 


February 20: The WWF runs a free 
‘TY special on USA network opposite 
WCW's Chi-Town Heat pay-per-view, 


{in 1989. Again, the WWE ran a show on 
‘ree TV directty opposite it. 


Chi-Town Heat is highlighted by 
Rick Steamboat defeating Ric Flair for 
the combined WCW/NWA title in the 
first of a series of matches that would 
Set the standard of wrestling excellence 
for the next several years, 

April 1: In order to present a bigger 
image on television, and to look like a 
more formidable competitor to the 
WWF, WCW stops using the Tech- 
Wood Drive studios for wrestling 
matches. 

Studio wrestling matches had been a 
tradition in Atlanta since 1951, 

April 2: WCW airs another Clash of 
the Champions opposite WrestleMania 
v. 

‘The Clash contains a 55-minute bout 
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between Flair and Steamboat that is 
considered to be the Match of the 
Decade, 

Oddly enough, the WWF actually 
caused the free special to take place. 
Cable operators asked Turner if he 
would run a pay-per-view show oppo- 
Site WrestleMania when the WWF 
demanded a ‘higher percentage of pay- 
Per-view profits. Turer agreed and the 
WWE backed down. Cable operators 
decided to carry WrestleMania, and 
‘Tumer, who had already booked a spe- 
cial, aired it for free on WTBS, 

June: WCW debuts the Power 
Hour on Friday Nights during prime 
time on WTBS. Originally an action- 
Packed program, it would turn into typi- 
cal run-of-the-mill fair and eventually 
be relegated to Saturday mornings. 

July 23: WCW has its biggest su 
ess with the Great American Bash 
Pay-per-view in Baltimore, headlined 
by Ric Flair vs. Terry Funk 

August: WCW fails to come to 
terms with Rick Steamboat 

The inability or refusal of the pro- 
motion to maintain the services of the 
coveted performer is seen as a sign that 
the company has severe management 
Problems that would become more and. 
‘more evident over the next few years, 

November 15: WCW’s Clash of the 
Champions IX boasts the second most 
watched cable-TV wrestling match 
when Ric Flair defeats Terry Funk in 
the legendary “I Quit” match. 

Even though Funk is a consistent 
performer and good commentator, 
WCW would do little to retain his ser 
vices, and the Texan would leave the 
promotion in early-1990, 


1990 


May: Five WCW wrestlers appear 
on Family Feud. 

Though they received national 
exposure, their behavior, particularly 
Sting’s, does little to endear them to 
the audience. 

November: The competition 
between the WWF and WCW for 
viewers results in television saturation 
during Thanksgiving week: Two 
Survivor Series Showdowns specials, 
@ Clash of the Champions, the 


Survivor Series, and a Saturday 
Night’s Main Event all air in one 
week. None of the programs experi- 
ence the success of previous offerings, 


1991 


March 25: Spotlighted in a Sports 
Illustrated feature story, Vince 
McMahon says of Ted Turner: “Ted 
has trouble with the wrestling genre, 
This is a highly specialized product— 
‘unique—requiring skills not available 
in normal marketing situations: Our 
competition is not from Ted, itis from 
the National Basketball Association, 
from big rock concerts, from Disney. 

July: A contract dispute with 
WCW management leads to the depar- 


ture of Ric Flair, the man most identi- 
fied with the NWA and WCW, while 
he is still World champion. Flair is 
stripped of the WCW belt, but the 
NWA Board of Directors, which still 
has control of the NWA name, takes 
its first significant action in years, opt- 
ing to maintain its recognition of Flair 
as champion 

This causes the separation of the 
WCW and NWA titles. 

July 14: Lex Luger beats Barry 
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Windham for the vacant WCW World 
title 
‘The NWA title would be vacant until 
‘Masa Chono was crowned the winner of 
tournament on August 12, 1992. 
September: Ric Flair signs with the 
WWF. He brings his belt with him 
and claims to be “world champion.” 
Flair is stripped of the NWA title 
October 23: The WWF achieves 
the coup of being the first promotion 
to showcase the dream match of the 
80s; Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan. Flair 
wins by countout. 


1992 


January 19: Ric Flair becomes the 
second man to win both the NWA/~ 
WCW and WWE titles when he wins 
the 30-man Royal Rumble, 


Fic Fair was an NWA mainstay for most of 
his career, but he joined the WWF in 
‘August of 1992. Two months later, we saw 
the first lai-Hogan match. 


March: Problems arise in the 
WWE when sexual misconduct alle- 
gations involving top-ranking employ- 
ces gain national media attention. 

‘These charges cause McMahon to 
focus on issues other than wrestling, 
which will become a familiar state of 
being over the next two years. 

April 4: WBF Body Stars, 
‘Titan$ports’ new weekly bodybuild- 
ing program, debuts on USA. The 
show features former WCW World 
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champion Lex Luger. 

McMahon brashly takes on multi 
millionaire publisher and bodybuild- 
ing promoter Joe Weider, attempting 
to sign away the top stars in the sport. 

July 16: Shortly after George 
Zahorian, a former ringside physician 
for the WWF, is convicted of selling 
anabolic steroids to four pro wrestlers, 
the WWF announces that its wrestlers 
will undergo mandatory steroid test- 
ing, 


1993 


January 11: The WWF debuts 
Monday Night Raw on USA 
Network, replacing WWF Prime 
Time Wrestling. 

‘The new show would be a ratings 
winner, regularly placing among the 
top 15 cable programs, 

February 21: After an 18-month 
absence, Ric Flair returns to WCW. 

June 13: Hulk Hogan wrestles his 
last match for the WWF, ending a 
very lucrative association that lasted 
‘almost 10 years. 

September: Eric Bischoff is pro- 
moted to the position of WCW 
senior vice president, promising to 
do what his three predecessors, Jim 
Herd, Kip Frey, and Bill Watts could 
not do for Turner: give McMahon a 
real fight. 

November 18: Vince McMahon 
is indicted by a federal grand jury, 
bringing the issue of wrestlers using 
steroids out in the open 

It also was a factor in the WWF’ 
business slide, which in turn allows 
WCW to close the gap between the 
two companies. 

McMahon was 
guilty on all counts. 


1994 


February 28: With his non-com- 
pete clause expired, former NWA 
guru Jim Crockett holds a taping in 
New York for a venture called the 
World Wide Wrestling Network 

Despite formerly being a major 
player in the NWA vs. WWF wars, 
Crockett’s new venture would soon 
fold 


ter found not 


WWF Monday Night Raw first began airing 
‘on the USA Network in January 1993. It 
quickly became a ratings success. 

June 11: Hulk Hogan, still the 
world’s most recognizable wrestler, 
debuts for WCW amid much fanfare, 

July 17: Hogan defeats Ric Flair 
for the WCW World title in Orlando, 
Florida. 

December 3: Long-time WWF 
superstar Randy Savage jumps to 
wew. 

This would mark the first of sev- 
eral jumps between the two promo- 
tions and escalate into a bidding 


war for talent. 


Hulk Hogan made his WCW debut in the 
‘spring of 1994. At the time, most people in 
‘that organization were glad to have him. 


WRESTLE AMERICA 


tenance 


1995 


June 5: Eric Bischoff meets with 
Ted Turner, who agrees to air a live 
WCW weekly program on TNT oppo- 
site the WWF's Monday Night Raw. 

September 4: WCW debuts 
Monday Nitro live from Bloomington, 
Minnesota. Top WWE star Lex Luger 
shocks the wrestling world as he 
Appears on the program and speaks 
derisively about the WWE, 

September 11: Showing that he is 
willing to say or do anything to win 
the ratings battle, Eric Bischoff tells 
WCW viewers who will win a match 
‘on the pre-taped Monday Night Raw 
Program airing opposite Monday 
Nitro, 


What a coup for the first edition of WEW 
‘Monday Nitro. WCW got Lex Luger to 
‘appear on the show just one night after 
his fast WWE match, 

The WWF counters by hiring 
Actors to parody the goings-on in the 
WCW board room with such charac- 
ters as “Billionaire Ted,” “The 
‘Huckster,” and “The Nacho Man, 

Bischoff would later convince TNT 
to start the program at 8:57 p.m. in 
hopes of getting viewers to tune in to 
Nitro before Monday Night Raw 
begins. 

‘September 25: Time Warner Inc. 
enters the wrestling war by announe- 
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ing it will purchase TBS and all of its 
holdings, including WCW, to make it 
the largest media conglomerate in the 
world in 1996, 

December 18: Alundra Blayze, 
formerly and currently known a 
Madusa, appears on WCW Monday 
Nitro, and throws her WWF World 
Women’s ttle belt in the garbage 


1996 


February 8: The WWF files a for- 
mal complaint with the FTC, 
charging that TBS “has been 
engaged in a systematic plan, 
implemented by a series of steps, 
to destroy the WWF in order 
that TBS might achieve a 
monopoly over the professional 
wrestling business.” 

Determined to do what he 

n to block the Turner-Time 
Warmer merger, McMahon fol- 
lows up by placing an ad in the 
New York Times that reads; 
“Attention: TBS Stockholders, 
Does Ted Turner have a person. 
al vendetta against the World 
Wrestling Federation? Time 
Warmer Beware. 

May: In one of the strangest 
gaffs in wrestling contract nego- 
tiations, the WWE is able to sign 
WW fixture Brian Pillman, 

WCW had Pillman under 
contract, then fired him while 
trying to negotiate a new con- 
tract with him, 

May 27: Scott Hall, formerly 
the WWF's Razor Ramon, ap- 


Just a few weeks 
‘Scott Hall and Kevin Nash invaded WCW. Soon 


Beach. He announces that he is joining 
Hall and Nash in the New World Order, 

August: Monday Nitro overtakes 
Monday Night Raw for the first time in 
the overall, face-to-face, Nielsen ratings 
battle. 

September 6: WWF broadcaster 
Jim Ross announces that Diesel and 
Razor Ramon would be returning to the 
WWE. 

After some initial confusion, it 
would soon be learned that the wrestlers 
0 which Ross referred were not Kevin 


after finishing up in the WWF, 


ears on Nitro’s frst expanded thereafter, the New World Order was formed, 


two-hour broadcast, 
June 10: Kevin Nash, formerly the 

WWF"s Diesel, appears on Nitro 
June 20: The WWF files suit 


charging 
that WCW was attempting to mislead 
viewers into believing Hall and Na 
were representatives of the WWF and 
that WCW was using the WWF's 
trademarked characters. 
July 7: Hulk Hogan stuns the 
wrestling world when he verbally 
trashes WCW, the WWF, his former 
allies, and his fans at Bash at the 


Nash and Scott Hall, just two men 
using the trademarked character names, 
September: The WWE hires 
Neville Meyer to serve as co-chief 
executive officer along with Vince 
McMahon’s wife, Linda, but loses the 
services of front office executive J.J 
Dillon, the former manager of The Four 
Horsemen, who resigns without notice 
and goes to work for WCW. 
September 29: Having cut costs by 
trimming the bulk of its syndicated TV 
outlets, the WWF sees the paid atten- 
dance for a Madison Square Garden 
card dip below the 4,000 mark a] 
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WANE With the WWE and WOW 
locked in such a bitter 

; war right now, every time 
THE ud? wrestler jumps from one 
federation to the other, it's 

big news. But jumping from 
the WWF to WCW or vice 
versa doesn't always turn 

out fo be a good move for 
the wrestler who does it. On 
these two pages, we've 
focused on the wrestlers 

who have switched 
federations since the summer 
of 1995, when this war 

| really began fo heat up. We've 
given each wrestler a grade 
for his or her performance 
since the big jump. 


Lex Luger couldn't pin 
Yokozuna when it counted 
in the WWF (above), but he 
has been racking up victo- 
ries (right) and winning 
belts since rejoining WCW. 


LEX LUGER 
Atter three title-free years in the WWF, Luger shocked the world by 
retuming to WCW on Labor Day 1995, less than 24 hours after he wres- 
tled his last WWF match, Although his latest tour of WCW didn’t start out 
well (he lost to Hulk Hogan a week after retuming), Lex soon secured 
not one, but two titles. He and Sting beat Harlem Heat for the World tag 
belts, and Luger maintained his momentum by defeating Marc Mero 
for the TV belt. Those belts may be gone now, but Luger remains a 
strong force in WCW. A 
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GOLDUST 


So much has been written about 
Dustin Rhodes’ bizarre metamor- 
phoss into Goldust. But the controversial transforma- 
tion has worked for him. As Goldust, he has cap- 
tured two Intercontinental titles and received 
Numerous shots at the World title. Gold paint and a 
blond wig has been his formula for success in the 
WWF. Lately, Goldust has become even more vio- 
lent and aggressive (dare we say masculine?). B+ 


MARC MERO- 


Mero’s grade and stock went up when he defeated 
Faaroog for the vacant Intercontinental title in 
September. He had left WCW immediately after los- 
Ing the TV belt, and during his fist few months in the 
WWF had a difficult time winning pay-per-view 
matches. Many began to question his decision to 
leave WCW, But by securing the FC title, Mero has 
quleted those critics, Be 


STEVE AUSTIN 


“stone-Cold” actually jumped from WCW to ECW to 
the WWF, but his stay in ECW was a short one. He 
was afrald of getting lost in the WCW shuffle and 
probably made the right move by jumping. Austin 
has looked better in the ting since he spit with Ted 
DiBiase and ought to win a title within the next year. 
He must be doing something right because Vince 
McMahon recently called him the most talented 
wrestler in the world. Be 


Winter/1996 


Dustin Rhodes was successful and popular in 
WCW (left). Goldust has been successful and 
borderline vulgar in the WWF (below). 


KEVIN NASH 


As Diesel in the WWF, Nash 
had more than his share of 
the spotlight. He reigned 
proudly as WWF champ for 
‘one year. After losing the 
title, he turned to rulebreak- 
ing, a move that kept him in 
the forefront of promoters’ 
and fans’ collective con- 
sciousness. Since jumping 
ship, he has served mostly as 
7 backdrop to Hogan. He's 
@ force in the NWO, but he 

rarely wrestles, Unless he 

breaks out on his own, he will 
forever be just above aver- 

cage. B 


SCOTT HALL 


The Wrestler Formerly Known As. 
Razor Ramon made a splash 
when he walked through the 
Nitro crowd and into the ring on Memorial Day, He 
‘was acting like a general declaring war on WCW. 
But the general soon became just another foot sol- 
diier for the four-star Hogan. Like Nash, Hall has trad 
ed WWF gold for a black NWO T-shirt, Retuming to 
the moniker Scott Hall may have brought him back 
to his roots, but his Razor Ramon persona got him 
titles. B 


MADUSA 


Madusa is one of the few ex-WWFers to enter WCW 
and pledge allegiance to the promotion, But she 
didn’t do so with class. Trashing her WWF Women’s 
belt on Nitro was unnecessary and juvenile. And 
what did Madusa do shortly atter returning to 
WCW? She got involved in a torrid but pointless feud 
with Col. Parker. She has wrestled impressively In 
some women’s matches, but who noticed? She 
probably should have held on to that WWF belt. D 


SIX, JEFF JARRETT, BRIAN PILLMAN 

lt doesn't look good for Six. who may tum out to be 
@ glotified lackey for others in the NWO. We knew 
that he couldn't be a Kid forever, but a number? 
Jaret may or may not be secretly dealing with the 
NWO. Pian is a great wrestler, but no one knows 
how great he'll be after missing so much time with a 
very serious ankle injury. INCOMPLETE 
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Our Thoughts 


Stu Saks 
(Publisher): 


“At face value, It’s quite obvious that WCW 
Is winning its war with the WWF. WCW has the 
deeper talent roster and continues to import 
new, exciting athletes. Its ratings continue to 
rise, and its pay-per-view numbers are 
healthy, The WWF's TV syndication deals con- 
tinue to erode, and the USA Network is get- 
jing a little antsy about the continual decline 
of Monday Night Raw’s Nielsen ratings. But as 
gloomy as the picture appears to be for the 
WWF, don’t count them out just yet. The mere 
fact that the WWF is still very much in this war 
says a lot about the groundwork it laid over 
this past decade. The WWF is still the brand 
name most people associate with wrestling. If 
you were to read a newspaper account of an 
out-of-control sporting event in the newspa- 
per, do you ever see the writer say, ‘It 
seemed like WCW." No, it’s always the WWF 
that’s mentioned. That may change; people 
no longer call refrigerators ‘Frigidaires,’ as 
they did In my grandparents’ day, but for 
now, the WWF Js still synonymous with profes- 
sional wrestling. And as long as that’s the 
case, it will at least have a fighting chance. | 
don’t think it’s a stretch to say that after 
everything WCW has done to win the war 
over the past year, the mere fact that there is 
still a war to write about is a major plus for the 
WWF. Vince McMahon might not be making 
alll the right moves to counter WCW, but he’s 
not allowing himself to be a lamb led to 
slaughter, as so many of MeMahon’s victims 
did in the early-’80s. If Vince McMahon is real 
ly a genius, as so many people were quick to 
label him a decade ago, we're going to find 
out in the next year.” 
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Bill 
(Senior Editor): 


Apter 


“Competition makes everyone's product bet- 
ter. There was the WWF, going along unchal- 
lenged, ruling the business. Yes, WCW was there, 
but barely. Then with talent raids similar to what 
the WWF did in the ‘80s, WCW got into the ball- 
game. Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, Kevin Nash, 
Scott Hall, and others gave WCW a pretty good 
batting order. Because of the moves WCW has 
made, especially in improving its TV lineup, the 
WMF is working harder to make its programs as 
interesting as possible. WCW is doing the same 
thing—trying to lure more fans away from the 
WWF. Both of them, | think, are making our great 
sport even more exciting to watch. Which ex- 
WWF star will show up in WCW next week? Who 
will the WWF bring in next? Let “em keep us guess- 
ing. As to who will win this war? Neither side, | 
hope. I love it this way.” 
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Dave Lenker 
(Editor-in-Chief): 


What worries me right now Is that both the 
\WWF and WCW seem to forgetting about the fans 
as they get deeper and deeper into this war. 
Everything they do on Monday nights seems to be 
geared toward ratings. All the WCW broadcasters 
feel compelled to tell us that Nitro is the most 
watched wrestling show every week. Jim Ross 
gives us a new Diesel and Razor Ramon probably 


because he thinks that'll get people watching the 
WWF more. And the NWO seems to try to outdo 
everybody each and every Monday night. You 


look at the numbers and it appears WCW is win 
ning this war, but now I'm not so sure this war is 
good for wrestling. It’s getting very nasty. 


Brandi Mankiewicz 
(Managing Editor): 


It amazes me that the two promotions that 
should epitomize professionalism are sinking to such 
low levels for the sake of ratings. Granted, | did find 
humor in the "Billonaire Ted’ skits and continue to 
find humor in the NWO interviews, but what will the 
long-term effects on the sport be? Wrestling is 
changing, and this war is only complicating mat- 
ters. Instead of wanting to see more WCW and 
WWF wrestling, a lot of the fans are getting frustrat- 
ed because they are being forced to choose 
between the two promotions. The backlash to this is 
apparent already. The NWO is getting cheered, 
Today’s fans are more appreciative of the high-fy- 
Ing maneuvers associated with the Lucha Libre 
style than a great ring entrance. | think more fans 
are becorning aware of some of the smaller pro- 
motions, too. In the future, more and more of them 
may be drawn away from the large arenas and 
into smal bingo halls across the nation. 
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Dave Rosenbaum 
(Senior Writer): 


W Is definitely winning this war, and Nitro 
is a more interesting show than Raw, at least at 
is stage, if for no other reason than it’s always 
live, But a lot of WCW's success in the ratings 
right now has to be attributed to the NWO. 
Sure, WCW has a lot of great wrestlers, but the 
main reason a lot of people tune in to Nitro |s to 
see what the NWO will be up to. | know I've 
sald it before, but it bears repeating: Hulk 
Hogan won't be around forever. It won't be 
g before he decides he doesn’t need 
wrestling anymore. Can the NWO thrive without 

n? I'm not sure about that. Will WCW thrive 
Flair, and Savage? I'm not con: 
ed it will. When guys like that are gone, | 
you'll see the WWF rise again.” 
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very month in Pro Wrestling 
Mlustrated, we take a look at 
the latest developments in the 


WWE-WCW war. But part of that 
two-page department is always devot- 
ed to the "Voice Of The Fans.” What 
do you think about wrestling's hottest 
feud? 

A lot of you have told us via mail 
over the past fe 
took the time to call more than 700 of 
‘our subscribers to find who they think 
is winning the war and why, Of the 
fans we surveyed, we found that 57 
‘percent believed that WCW was win 
ning, 40 percent believed the WWF 
was ahead, and three percent either 


‘months, but here we 


weren't sure or thought it was too 
close to call. What follows are a few 
of the comments from some of those 


with whom we spoke. 


“WCW is winning, hands down,” 
said Peter Williams of Roanoke, 
Virginia. “There’s absolutely no 
question in my mind. They’ve got 
almost all the top-level talent, Look 
at how many supergroups there are 
in WCW. WCW is also much richer 
in tradition and history. They have 
that on their side. 

“The WWE has been and always 
will be number one,” said Lori 
Benedict of Santa Monica, Cali- 
fornia. “The name ‘WWF" is still 
synonymous with professional 
wrestling, I have friends who aren't 
wrestling fans, and whenever they 
hear me talk about wrestling, th 
still assume it’s the WWF. The name 
<WCW’ doesn’t mean anything to 
them. I think WCW is still second- 
best.” 

“Who does the WWE have right 
now?” mused Tia Bennett of Sioux 


WCW Is winning Its war with the 
“Sometimes, though, you can 
“find fans of both in the same 


ene 


pact Se cess i e) 


City, Towa. “Shawn Michaels is still 
4 light heavyweight in my book, and 
the best tag teams they have are 
Owen Hart and Davey Boy Smith. 
The Smokin’ Gunns, and The 
Godwinns?! That’s a joke. 

“WCW is at a serious disadvan 
tage,” said Ken Monroe of Phila- 
They have to battle both 
\d the NWO. That is too 
much for them to handle. I don't 
watch WCW, because I'm sick of 
1g this NWO thin; 
The NWO would probably like 
us to believe that they are chipping 
away at WCW along with the 
WWP,” said Stuart Ronsberg of 
West Allis, Wisconsin. “WCW is 
proving their strength and class every 
day by holding off @ real promotion 
and a pseudo-promotion at the same 
time.” 

“WWE has better wrestlers, pure 
and simple,” said John Moore of 
Portland, Oregon. “They may not be 
the biggest names, but they have 
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aw 


more talent. I'd rather see a star ris- 
ing than a star on the decline. WCW 
may be ahead now, but that'll change 
ina few years. You y 

“You have to give Eric Bischoff 
credit,” said Ne 
New York. “He’s really turned 
WCW into a terrific promotion. I 
never miss Nitro.” 

Other fans, while willing to pick a 
winner, said they have grown sick of 


I Mayer of Auburn, 


the war. 

“it takes away from the business 
at hand,” said Roger Somers of 
Austin, Texas. “They should just 
focus on themselves and quit ripping 
on each other. That would make their 
wrestling even better than it is now.” 

T got sick of this war when the 
WWE was doing those ‘Billionaire 
Ted” skits and Bischoff was giving 
out results of taped Raw cards,” said 
Robert Stewart of Palmetto, Florida 
“Frankly, I think McMahon and 
Bischoff both need to grow up.” 

‘And some of the fans who picked 


neither” could not resist bringing up 
the names of other promotions. 
‘Overrated, overrated, overrated,” 
said Steve Scherer of Winston 
Salem, North Caroli 
ECW. That’s a promotion that cares 
about the fans, not just ratings, mer- 
chandise, and the almighty do 
“If other fans are tired of this like 
Tam, they should look overseas,’ 
said Kris Palmer of Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. “Wrestling in Japan, 
Mexico, and Europe is just that— 
wrestling. No flash and no petty 


dive me 


The most important thing we 
earned from doing this survey was 
that both the WWF and WCW 
should remember that their success 
and TV ratings are dependent upon 
the fans. Battle s 
But perhaps these wrestling battles 
should be confined to the ring and 
Kept out of the corporate board- 


ars can run deep. 
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SS ee = Sa 
Raw-Nitro Battle Date Rating Households Main Event 
Keys The 


WWF-WCW Battle 


1.94 mil, Hogan-Rogers, 


1.50 mil. —Michaels-Sia 
ont 1.67 mil. Hogan-Luger 


4.70 mi 
1.61 mil, 


Ramon-Kid 
Flair Pillman 


7 1.84mi. Gunns-Owen/¥oko 
NITRO 9725 19 1.27 mil, Savage-Sullvan 


170 mil 
102 1.67 mil, 


Ramon-Kid 
Fair Am 


477 mi 


sixeman tag 
1098 1.74 mil 


FlarAnderson 


170ml Brot-Yoko 
NITRO 10/16 4.46 mi. Fair/Stin- 
Pillmanvarn 


1028 26 1.77 mil. battle royal 
1023 22 1-46 mil. Sting/Luger-Heat 
1090 22 1.50mi. Ramon-Owen 
1030 25 4.67 mil. Luger/Meng-Males 
RAW 11/8 21 1.43mi LawlerYankem= 


BrovHakushi 


NITRO 11/6 23 1.54 mil, Sting-Flaie 
26 1.77 mil Ramon-sid 
1113-20 134 mi, Sting-Malenko. 
23 1,56 mil, Michaels-Owen, 
NITRO 11/20 25 1.67 mil. Hogan-Sting 
iat 25 1.77 mil Undertakar-Mo 


127-23 1.84mi StinglLuger- 
Pilimarvarn 


4.63mi Ramon-Douglas 
124 26 4.74mi, Luger-Savage 


sting 
aidan 


WWF Monday Night Raw Is only a live show about once a 


‘month, but it heat Nitro in the ratings pretty regularly during 
‘the latter part of last year, 


HEN WCW ANNOUNCED better than a 
\J Vries ase tat woute be srnng' va 
wrestling show on TNT directly opposite the 
WWF's wildly successful Monday Night Raw, most 


Ramon-Yoko 
128 Savage-Giant 


Savage-Flalr 


Raw Bowl 
Hogan-Flair 


‘Bret-Bullog (YH) 
fans and insiders felt it would be a huge mistake. At Hogan/Savage- 
the very least, it was a huge gamble. Had the new Fair/Arn 


Monday Nitro show not been able to hold its own in 
the battle of Nielsen ratings and WCW been forced 
to either move it to a new time slot or cancel the 


1163 mi, Undertaker-Yankem 
WTRO 445 35 2.35mi Fair-Sting 
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Date _ Rating” Households 


4.97 iil. 
4.81 mil, 


163 mil. 
4.88 mil 


4.84 mit 
1.94 mil. 
‘no show 
37 2.48 mi, 


34211 mil, 
29 194ml. 


34 241 mil 
32 2.44 mil 


36 2.45mi, 
no show 


29 1.97 mil 


32 2.14mi 


4.97 mil, 
24% mil. 


4.90 mil, 
2.08 mi. 
4.97 mi 
4.87 mil 
3.12 mil 


2.08 mil 
4.84 mi, 


2.23 mil, 
1:79 mil. 


2.64 mil 
4.40 mi. 


2.76 mit 
4.31 mil 


2.36 mil 
4.52 mil. 


2.42mi 
4.56 mil 


Main Event 


Bret-Goldust 
Savage-Flait 


Michaels-Yoko 


‘Anderson-Hogan 


Ramon-Goldust 
FlairSavage 


Yokozunae 
BulidogyOwen 
HoganvBooty/ 
Savage-Anderson! 
FraicSultvan 


‘Bret-Helmsiey 
Volga! 
BatogOwen 
hae 
oer 
Bret-Tatanka 
‘Hogan/Savage- 
Flair/Sullivan 


Owen-Johnson 
Frair-Glant 


Michaels-Lawler 


Goidust-Veoa 
Luger/Sting- 
falvoare 
‘Mankind-Montoya 
Luger/Stina- 
Fai/Giant 


Wartior-Yankem 
Giant-Flair 


Undertaker-OWwen 
Giant-Duggan 
Mic 

Giant-Luger 


Bulldog-Roberts 
Giant-Anderson 


show altogether, it would have been a huge blow to 
its stated goal of overtaking the WWF as the top 
wrestling organization in North America. 

But Eric Bischoff is not only a very intelligent man, 
he is a very confident man. He wasn't going to just 
throw on a show and hope it succeeded. He did every- 
thing within his power to make sure it succeeded. 
From the outset, he and WCW brass made one great 
decision after another. First, he debuted the show on a 
day that Monday Night Raw was preempted by the 
U.S. Open on the USA Network. Then, he stunned the 
wrestling world (and the WWF) by signing Lex Luger to 
appear on that first show. In week two, Nitro actually 
scored better Nielsen numbers than Raw. 

Officials of both the WWF and WCW knew they 
were in a war. And in spite of WCW's stunning early 
success, Vince McMahon and the WWF were not 
about to roll over. They pumped further life into Raw, 
bringing the fans some of the best matches ever 
seen on cable-TV. It wasn't until this past August 
that Nitro actually overtook Raw’s lead in the overall 
face-to-face ratings war. Since then, Nitro has 
widened its lead each month. 


Yokazuna took part in the first Raw Bowl, which aired on New 
Year's night. Raw barely edged Nitro in the ratings that 
evening. 
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Date 


Rating Households Main Event 


Vater-Johnson 
§,Steiner-Sting 


Roberts-Helmsley 
Sting/Luger= 
Steiners 


rc 
Anderson/Flaie 


87 23 1.59mi. Goldust-Roberts 
817 34 2.28mi Giant-S. Steiner 


82427 4.84 mil Undertaker-Austin 
624 332.17 mil Giam-Tenta 


TA 28 1.78mi, Goldust-Mero 
7A 33-222 mil Glant-Tenta 


7-25 4.70 mil Vader/Butidog: 
Godwinns 
7-38 2.38mi, Misterio-Malenko 


4.78mi, Michaels-Bart Gunn 
TAS 34 2.28 mi Luger-Bubba 


72 221.50 mil, Gunns-Michaels/ 
Johnson 
12 26 1.75 mi, 


‘Savage/Sting/ 
Luger-Anderson/ 
‘Benoit/MeMichael 
728 21 1.43mi Undoraka-Austn 


win 7729 205 mi Savage/Stng” 
Miro’s ratings have consistently beaten those of Raw in the 8 
last few months. Maybo not that many fans are interested Ia Shae 


‘Seeing matches involving Jose Lothario and Jim Cornette. 


Can we expect the trend in WCW's favor to con- 
tinue? That question might not be as easy to answer 
as it seems. It's important to remember that wrestling 
is a cyclical sport. Traditionally, the popule of the 
Sport as a whole rises and declines every five years 
oF So. Right now we are unquestionably in a strong 
growth period, and that’s due in large part to the 
fierce war being waged by the WWF and WCW. SS een 

It might also be that cyclical patterns will form in 
the WWF-WCW war. People might be gravitating 
toward WOW at the present, but before long they 
might be curious as to what is going on in the WWF 


RAW 8 «28 1.92mil_ battle 

NITRO 85 30 2.06 mi. LigrSto-Nssys 
RAW 8/12 20 1.35 mi,_Michaals-owen 
NITRO 812-33 224 mil. Flalr-Savage 


ang 1.96 mil Michaels-Yokozuna 
fimo ats 32 SSE Mate 


Horsemen-Dungeon 


Fazroog-Veoa 

and tune back to Raw. Luger Steiner 
Of course, the federation brass in both organiza- Siar 

tions is well-aware of all this. The WWF will continue ae 

to work hard to upgrade the quality of its product, BenoivMeMichae| 


while WCW will not make the mistake of resting on 
its laurels. 

In truth, one really can't predict what might hap- 
Pen over the next year. This, after all, is war, and 
nothing is more unpredictable than war. 


923 20 1.42 mil, Mero-Faaroog 
NITRO 9723 34 236 mil. P.Enemy-H. Heat 
980 


2316 tans 
: ore 
MIRO 93033. 226mi Bonol-R Steer 
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A LOOK AT THE FUTURE OF 
THE WWF-WCW WAR 


HULK HOGAN RETURNS 
TO THE WWF 


Hulk Hogan is a major player in wrestling. He'll 
be a major player until the day he retires. He did 
wonders for attendance at AWA cards in the early- 
1980s, ushered in the modern era of “rock 'n 
wrestling,” and was a cure for what ailed WCW in 
the summer of 1994. No matter what Eric Bischoff 
says about him now, WCW owes Hulk Hogan a 
debt of gratitude. But what if the WWF lured him 
away from his pet project, the New World Order, 
and its base of operations, WCW? 

Despite the harsh words exchanged between 
the “Hulkster’ and Vince McMahon in recent years, 
it is possible that Hogan will someday return to the 
place where “Hulkamania” was born. Hogan's 
homecoming would open the doors for others to 
| follow. Whether he’s a fan favorite or a rulebreak- 
er, where Hogan goes, the spotlight follows, and 
he knows it. Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, and the rest of 
his crew would likely follow the spiritual leader of 
the NWO. 

‘And if Hogan and other wrestlers switch alle- 
giances, the fans (and their money) are also likely 
to follow. WCW would be dealt a crushing blow 
and would be forced to rebuild without its evil 
crown jewel. 
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TIME WARNER SELLS WCW 
(TO VINCE McMAHON?) 


The rumors began to fly a soon as the merger of 
Time Warner and Tumer Broadcasting was approved: 
According to some reports, upon completion of the 
‘merger, Time Wamer was $17-bilion in debt and will 
likely look to sell off some of the old Tumer properties, 
including (possibly) CNN 

If Time Warner is open to selling CNN, what does 
that say for WCW? Even though itis pulling down great 
ratings and its pay-per-view numbers are on the tise, 
one must not assume, given its huge payroll and pro- 
duction costs, that WCW generates large profits for 
Tumer Broadcasting 

Time Wamer could put the promotion up for sale to 
the highest bidder. The person who would value the 
Promotion more than anybody is ... Vince McMahon, 
While the WW is having money problems of its own, 
McMahon has connections, and those connections 
have connections. All those connections could raise a 
great deal of capital. 

Time Warmer could also shut down the operation 
Remember, it's a large corporation that has very litle 
Interest in the long history of WOW. 


THE WWF FOLDS DUE TO A LACK 
OF BIG-NAME TALENT 


This scenario would have been very unlikely just 
three years ago, but with all the recent departures and 
defections from the WWE, is it all that farfetched now? 
Since the summer of 1994, the WWF has lost mem- 
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bers of its *New Generation” and the group that pre- 
ceded it. Hogan, Savage, Diesel, Ramon ... and the 
list goes on, 

The WWF stil has quality talent, including some of 
the top wrestlers in the world today. Unfortunately, its 
talent roster isn't deep anymore, 

What would wrestling be like without the WWE? 
After all, it has been around since 1963 and the stan- 
ard-bearer for wrestling since 1984. No matter how 
well WCW is doing, most casual fans stil think WWF 
first when they think ‘wrestling. Other than WCW, there 
would be no big winners if the WWF folded, just 
losers—-the fans. 


WWF AND WCW FORGE A WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP. 


Let's say that both promotions are surviving—even 
thriving—but things could be better. So, putting aside 
Past differences, Vince McMahon and Eric Bischoff 
check their egos at the boardroom door and work 
together. In this new relationship, they forge on with 
their regular business and agree to meet once a 
year, similar to the World Series in Major League 
Baseball 

Neither group would ever give up its claim to its 
own world title. But champions could meet each other 
in non-title matches. Dream matches would become 
reality. The sport would be invigorated. Profits would 
Soar. And the winners would obviously be the fans. 

The relationship would likely be tenuous. Which 
Promotion’s rules would apply? Who would referee? 
But all the tension would make for an even more 
entertaining supercard. Food for thought 
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WCW INVADES WWF TERRITORY 


While both the WWF and the WCW claim to be 
international promotions, both still have their tradi- 
tional strongholds. The WWF has the Northeast 
WCW the Southeast. With the increased interest 
in WCW, arenas around the country are welcom- 


ing that promotion with open arms. 
Could one of those arenas be 
Madison Square Garden? WCW 
occasionally promotes cards in New 
York, Pennsylvania, and other 
locales in the Northeast, but what 
would happen if those trips became 
more than occasional? WCW has. 
gotten close to MSG, but it has never 
promoted inside it. What if both pro- 
motions ran cards inside MSG? The 
WWF could protest and make 
threats all it wants, but if WCW drew 
huge crowds with its many big-name 
stars, it would probably be invited 
back. And if it succeeded in New 
York City, it would probably be 
tempted to invade other WWF § 
strongholds. 
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WWF ENTERS INTO A TALENT- 
EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WITH ALL- 
JAPAN, ECW, AND/OR EMLL. 


Talent exchanges were unheard of 10 years 
‘ago, but faced with declining ratings and rev- 
enues, some promotions have felt forced to forge 
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business relationships with smaller independents. 
WWF has worked with both the USWA and the 
now-defunct Smoky Mountain Wrestling, and 
given what happened at In Your House X, some 
figured the WWF and ECW might soon be work- 
ing together. 

By working with other promotions, the WWF 
might be able to expand its talent roster without 
Increasing its payroll. All-Japan and Mexico's 
EMLL (a more traditional Lucha Libre promotion) 
Would give the WWF a more international flavor. 
With more wrestlers to use, the WWF could also 
justify running monthly pay-per-views. For the 
WWF's sake, we hope this scenario becomes 
reality. 


WCW OR THE WWF SECURES 
A NETWORK TELEVISION DEAL 


The WWF knew it had truly arrived when it 
Signed a deal with NBC to do Saturday Night's 
Main Event in the 1980s, Professional wrestling 
had entered the mainstream of network TV. The 
agreement, though, ended after five years 
because of declining ratings. 

But with wrestling gaining in popularity again, a 
network deal for one of the two is a possibility. 
Perhaps the Fox Network, whose owner, Ruppert 
Murdoch, is involved in a high-stakes war with 
Ted Turner and Time Warner. Cable ratings for 
wrestling are high, and when something works on 
cable, the networks take 
notice. Given that the com- 
Petition between the “Big 
Two” is so intense, a net- 
work deal for one could tip 
the balance of power, as it 
did 10 years ago for the 
Wwe, 


CONTINUING WWF 
CONTROVERSY 
TURNS AWAY 
ADVERTISERS 


Goldust’s controversial 
tactics and some of Sunny's 
best assets are not family 
entertainment. No longer is 
the WWF dominated by 
squeaky-clean heroes. In- 
stead of glittery, paunchy 
male managers, we have the 
scantily clad Sunny, Sable, 
and Marlena ... and too 
much R-rated language. 
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Some parents are reluctant to allow their chil- 
dren to watch. And if children and their parents 
are not watching, advertisers will be more hesi- 
tant to hawk their wares on WWF shows. Imagine 
selling action figures between vignettes of a semi- 
nude Goldust and a match with Mankind scream- 
ing and pulling out his hair. 

No advertisers means no revenue and no major 
Sponsors for pay-per-views. The WWF simply 
cannot afford that. The WWF might want to clean 
up its act a bit. 


TED TURNER PRESSURES PAY-PER- 
VIEW NETWORKS TO BROADCAST. 
ONLY WCW PAY-PER-VIEWS. 


The WWF was not the only organization that 
feared the merging of Ted Turner's enterprises 
with Time Warner, but it may have had the most 
to lose. The two largest cable-TV companies in 
the U.S. are Time Warner Cable and TCI, which 
is a major Time Warner stockholder. The influ 
ence of Time Warner on the two major cable pay- 
per-view distributors, Request and Viewer's 
Choice, could play a major role in the wrestling 
war. 

The WWF fought the merger for good reason 
Perhaps Vince McMahon saw a PPV freeze-out 
as a distinct possibility. Both promotions are over- 
ly reliant on pay-per-views. A loss of that broad- 
casting avenue would be devastating 


A lot of fans are offended by some af the distasteful antics of Goldust. Companies that 
advertise on WWF TV can’t be that thrilled, either. 
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GOOD LIVING THROUGH BAD ATTITUDES 
ANYTHING LESS WOULD BE T00 CIVILIZED 


tLe chiciuel: ... 


|. Shawn Michaels 
. Big Von Vader 
. Sid Vicious 
1. Goldust 
. Steve Austin 
The Undertaker 
|. Mankind 
. Savio Vega 
9. The Stalker 
10. Crush 


.. WORLD TAG TEAM. 


1. Owen/Davey Boy 
2. Smokin’ Gunns 
3. Godwinns 

4. Grimm Twins 

5, New Rockers 


_ ANTERCONTINENTAL 


1. Marc Mero 

2. Foarooq 

3. HH. Helmsley 
4. Goldust 

5. Justin Bradshaw 


Worry about Vader! 

Con smell the title 

Crazy enough to be champ 
Getting his chances 
Baiting “The Hitman” 
Enough with Monkind! 
Nuttier than Cactus 
Always a threat 

Why not just Windham? 
Mason likes him 


Do they trust Clarence? 
‘Sunny-burned 

Fading fast 

Not so Bruising anymore 
Forget these geeks, 


Inspirational champ 

Better without Sunny? 
Made the “Perfect” mistake 
Forgetting this belt? 

Time to ditch Zeb 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


MARC MERO. 


“wildman® Mare Mero has 
nothing against Ahmed 
Johnson, but he must have 
been a little happy when he 
heard that Johnson would 
have to vacate the I-C title 
due to a kidney injury. He had 
to be happy because he wi 

f the eight men invited 
to compete in the tournament 
for the vacant ttle. 

Tired of wrestling mainly 

Mero 
finally had a chance to gr 
some gold in the WWF, and 
he took advantage of it. 

On September 23, he 
defeated Faaroog in the 
finals of the tournament. 
Thanks in part to his lovely 
valet, Sable, Mero was able 
to overcome the interference’ 
of Sunny, who tried to pass 
Faaroog a purse with a brick 
inside of it and prevail: 
Immediately after the win, 
Mero thanked God, Sable, 
and Curt Hennig (who had 
been serving as an adviser 
to him). It was a very emo- 
tional moment: 

Mero has looked very 
strong in rematches with 
Faarooq and might soon be 
in line for a shot at the WWF 
World title. For now, though, 
he can just enjoy the title he 
already has. 
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IND GAMES. WHEN do you know you are 

Mee your mind? Do you feel it slip away 

like the tide on a cold, dark winter day? Or 

does madness steal your sanity in the nothingness of 
night? 

Maybe neither. You know you're losing grasp on 

reality when you actually believe Mankind will one 


‘Shawn Michaels probably got a tougher match from Mankind than 
hhe expected at the In Your House X pay-per-view. It turned out to be 
‘an ECW-style match, which was fiting since several ECW stars dis- 


day be WWF World champion 
and Kevin Nash and Scott 
Hall will again stalk brashly 
about the WWF universe. 

Or that Bret Hart and Owen 
Hart will end their discord, 
thanks to the help of Brian 
Pillman. 

In essence, you know you're 
stone-cold nuts if you believe 
‘some of the mind games that 
‘occurred during In Your House 
Mind Games pay-per-view and the following evening 
at Monday Night Raw. 

For starters, Mankind scared the life out of Shawn 
Michaels with an eye-opening performance that 
drove Michaels to the precipice of disaster. The | 
deranged one set the tone of the contest when he 
‘emerged from a wooden casket moments before the 
match. Mind games? From whom do you think he 
stole that tactic? 

Since we're alluding to The Undertaker, kudos to 
the semi-decayed one for gaining closure on his 
mental battle with the king of mind games, Goldust. 
Undertaker used the “tombstone” piledriver to 
destroy ‘Dust at that PPV. 

Undertaker has been seeking redemption since 
Paul Bearer dumped him for Mankind. This was the 
type of win that can boost his eroding confidence. 
Unfortunately, Mankind’s impressive performance 
against Michaels will only steel his relationship with 
Bearer. 

Do you see a relationship triangle of sorts? 
Mankind and Undertaker battling for Bearer's atten- 
tion and leadership? Do you see Undertaker doing 
battle with Goldust and Mankind? The upcoming 
months should be filled with mind games for this trio. 
Ultimately, whoever wins the mind games will 
emerge with Bearer as manager. Perhaps even 
Goldust will align with Bearer. 
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A less obvious battle of emotions continues to fes- 
ter as Owen and Bret Hart remain at arm's length. 
Despite rumors of a pending reconciliation, Bret 
emphasized that he has no interest in patching 
things up with Owen. Pillman exacerbated the quar- 
fel between the Harts by accusing Bret of reneging 
on his promise to appear at the September In Your 
House. 

Bret Hart's response to Pillman's charges? “Brian 
Pillman, you are a liar. Never once did | make a com- 
mitment to you to be at a Pay-per-view in 
Philadelphia.” Bret's pronouncement came in the 
face of “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin’s allegations 
that Hart is running from him. Let me tell you this: | 
Spoke at length with Hart a few months ago and 
never once did Austin's name come up in the conver- 
sation. If Bret does cone back, | expect him to make 
a run at Michaels’ World title. 

While Hart unwittingly plays mind games with his 
fans, Sunny continues to build a reputation as a quit- 
ter and whiner. After The Smokin’ Gunns lost the 
tag team title to Owen Hart and Davey Boy Smith, 
Sunny publicly fired Bart and Billy, marking the third 
time in less than six months she has dumped a tag 
team. The Bodydonnas and Henry and Phineas 
Godwinn both won the tag team title under Sunny, | 
but when they relinquished the belts, Sunny sent | 
them on their way. Sooner or later, she's going to 
have a hard time finding anyone who wants her as a 
manager. 


‘Owen Hart tried to convince us before IVH X that is feud with brother 
‘Bret was over (left). He was lying. Ne and Davey Boy Smith di, howev. 
‘make good on their promise to heat The Smokin’ Gunns for the WWF 
tag ttle (above) 
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Maybe we should thank Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
for luring “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig back into the 
ring. Helmsley was sick of seeing “Perfect” “steal” 
all his women from ringside and issued numerous 
challenges to him. If “Perfect” decides to make a 
full-time comeback, I'm sure he'll eventually target 
Michaels, with whom he feuded in 1993. 

We almost saw an ECW-WWF feud break out at 
Mind Games. During Savio Vega’s Caribbean strap 
match with Justin Bradshaw, The Sandman, who 
was sitting in the front row with Tommy Dreamer 
and Paul E. Dangerously, spat beer on Vega, then 
smashed the partially filled can against his fore- 
head. Eventually, all three men were escorted from 
the arena 

Dreamer later said he and his cohorts were just 
sending a message to the WWF that Philadelphi 
the site of Mind Games and home base of ECW, 
was their city 

Just as strange as the ECW mini-invasion was the 
“return” of Diesel and Razor Ramon to the WWF. 
For weeks, broadcaster Jim Ross promised that 
the duo would be coming back. Turns out, of 
course, that it wasn’t Scott Hall and Kevin Nash, but 
rather a new Diesel and new Ramon. 


‘Savio Vega had a tough enough time beating Justin Bradshaw one-on- 
‘one in a Caribbean strap match at IYH X (right), but the task became 
‘oven tougher when The Sandman, who had been sitting in the front row 
(oto, spat earn his face. 


(On the Monday Night Raw following Mind Games, 
Ross announced that he had loyalty only to himself 
and accused WWF head Vince McMahon of being 
unable to “stand the competition” that Ross brought. 

While Ross’ savage ridiculing of his employer cast 
a dark light over the weekend's intriguing events, 
Mare Mero’s victory over Faaroog in the I-C tourna- 
ment finals let fans know there is some nobility in pro 
wrestling. Mero, an exciting, dashing fan favorite, 
captured the hearts and souls of the WWF fans. In 
his post-win celebration, he gave the audience a hint 
of his true self 

“I give all the glory to our Lord Savior Jesus Christ,” 
Mero proclaimed. *! want to thank the fans and my 
inspiration ... Sable.” Sable deserved some credit for 
the win, too, as she thwarted Sunny when she tried 
to interfere. Sunny and Faaroog have since split. 

Big surprise there, 

How can you not respect a wrestler who has his 
priorities in order? Do we have another role model in 
the making? Will Marc Mero one day take the World 
belt from Shawn Michaels? Can a wrestler who refus- 
es to play mind games make it in the WWF? By win- 
ning the I-C belt, Mero answered that question: Yes, 
he can. i 
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HEIGHT: 6° 

WEIGHT: 235, 

HOMETOWN: Butfalo, NY 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: WWE 
Intercontinental (1996-current): 
WOW TV (1994-05, 1995-96, 
1996) 

BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Athiaticism and stamina, 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Easily distracted at times 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
‘Wild Thing’ somersaut splash 
CLOSEST ALLY: Sable 
MOST HATED OPPONEN’ 
Farooq 

BIGGEST MATCH: Boat 
FFaarooq in the finals of a 
tourament for the vacant 
WWE Intercontinental tite 
(despite the intorterence of 
‘Sunny), September 23, 1996 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Defend 
the Intercontinental tile 
honorably against all worthy 
‘contenders 

LONG-RANGE GOAL: Eam a 
shot at the WWE World tite 
HE SAID IT: "Winning the 
Intercontinental ttle is ike a 
‘dream come true, fm just glad 
Sable, my inspiration, was 
there to seme do it” 
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HULK HOGAN changed the very 
foundation of WCW by forming the 
NEW WORLD ORDER. But he's still 
not satisfied. He wants more power. 
One way he could get it would be by 
purchasing WCW. That's right— 
purchasing WCW! Weill tell you why it's 
‘not out of the question by any means ... 
THE UNDERTAKER might be 
“mourning” the “loss” of PAUL 
BEARER now, but MANKIND and 
other WWF rulebreakers had better 
watch out—he'll soon be more 
dangerous than ever ... Find out what 
NEW JACK of THE GANGSTAS did to 
defend the honor of ECW in Detroit! 


All this—and much more!— 


in the January 1997 issue of 
The Wrestler 


NOW ON SALE! 


When our own BILL APTER went to 
HULK HOGAN'S home to photograph 
“Hollywood” Hogan, he came back with 
more than just a few pictures. He found 
what looks like the NEW WORLD 
ORDER’S dream roster— 
the men the NWO is looking to recruit. 
You won't believe some of the names 
that were on that list ... 
SHAWN MICHAELS has done very 
well in his first six months as WWF 
World champion, but we have good 
reason to believe he won't make it to 
WrestleMania Xill as champion ... 
Don't miss our full-color centerfold of 
the amazing REY MISTERIO JR. 


All this—and much more!— 


in the January 1997 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


5 J 
NWO T-Shirt. 100% pre- NWO Hat. Embroidered NWO NWO Heavyweight Bolt. 
shrunk black cotton tee, 0 on colton twill hat with 
Sizes M,LXL,XXL. $20.00 adjustable snap back. $15.00 


Attaches around the waist with 
velero. One size fits most, $15.00 


| ‘TEM NO. DESCRIPTION SIZE QUANTITY ITEM PRICE TOTAL 
GIVE US YOUR {revor00 | omni nw0-rshin qa. t x on oe $20.00 | 
MONEY [iwoior | ota nwo Embroidered nat $15.00 | 
SUCKERS! — [nworoe | nwo Heneywecn Bor son | 
SHIP TO: If Merchandise Total | 
382° city State ‘Shipping & Handling (See chart) 


| ew Payment Method Payment must accompany at ont Peale sunt or each Sip To Adres 
Cvs Cl mastecon CI mr oes payne 
NWO Merchandise — SEs oroonai | 
| P.0.Box a0s7e = Oompa oY howe CAL TOU eee 
Tampa, FL 1-800-662-4556 
| 33630-0678 ‘Signs Fppsas once Remar ‘Souree code: NOE 


‘This advertisement paid for 


the New World Order. 


YOU'RE NOT GETTING ALL 
THE NEWS IF YOU'RE NOT GETTING. 


(estline 


hover 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

Al the information you want is right here—each and every 
week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
‘Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news foday—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wrestling iilustrated team of reporters can provide! 


pate nad 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

Because PW! Weekly comes out every week, all the news 
Is as fresh as can be! You'll be the first to know about the 
title changes, the big match signings, the major controver- 
sies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly? No problem! 
Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a sample copy 
hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
youll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single- 
issue orders.) 


PUBLISHER'S WARNING: Subscribing To PW/ Weekly 
Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge. 


Pets ae heemerees 


| Send to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please | 
forded Fukeening Co. ‘send me a subscription to PW! Weekly as follows: 
; 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
ifort Meseeroe PAI 9eS4 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
'O NEW © RENEWAL 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
H Id like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. 
| Please indicate method of payment: Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 
1) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
1 London Publishing Co.) NAME 
11 VISA H 
1 MasterCard ADDRESS _ H 
Card number: _ = H 
Expiration date: cry sTATE__zP 4 
MONA 


H (Ofer good i U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: 82.5 fr single issue; 
4 $5274 for 17 iesuos: $2049 for 34 iesue: $28.99 for 52 lsues tration 
1 te ay aa nn natn ams aie ee reen 


RANKING M a 12-1H__ THE SKINNY 
1. The Sandman + 10 1 Champ without a fomily 
2. Shane Douglas 3 1 Likes cracking necks 
3. Raven 7 1 Atleast he hos Lori 
4, Pit Bull + 1 4 Ferocious as ever 
5, Tommy Dreamer N 4 Sill after Raven 
6, Saby = 4 2 Don't trust Von Dam 
7. Tor + 9 7 Needs attitude adjustment 
8, Stevie Richards = 1 8 He cracks us up 
9. Brian Lee 1 9 Raven's top henchman 
10, Lovie Spicol + 1 10 Onhis way up 
RANKING M qd 12-IH__THE SKINNY 
1, Colorado Kid + 1 1 Where'd he come from? 
2, Brion Christopher = = 34 2 Just so steady 
3. Jerry Lawler 61 1 NoMemphis monarch 
4. Bill Dundee i 4 Troublemaker 
5. Flash Flanagan + 1 5 Hlash in the pon? 
6. Wolfie D ] 6 Fighting the good fight 
7. Jomie Dundee = 1 7 Wor out by Wolfie? 
8. Brickhouse Brown 2 4 Very intense 
9. Bort Sawyer teh] 9 Improving slowly 
0. Mike Samples 1 10 Dangerous veteran 


Mzmomentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issve high 


‘AAA: AAA changin onc; Ry Hiei; 2— Joel Gor; 3—Per gue, 4~ Sept (ol: 5— css; 
‘La Paco; 7—Uhine Bogor; 8— Fert r;?—Gen ores: 10—le da, 


NAASW: NAASW champlon-—olrado Kd; Bi Dude; Jey Ll, 3—Tever of Doo, 4— Che Parker, 5 
fgg Mongoney; ¢—Men Meant Mike; 7—L. os; Try Zane; Crs Bose: 10—Show Wiis. 


PCH: PCW champion—Nak es; |—ry Mes; 2—Diles Mace: Lance ionnd: Fright Tin ones: 5— 
Sooo Wage on; 6 Chet Ns, 7—Ae Daring Raich 9—Th ene: 10— Ma iso, 


IVE: YE charpion--Genge Sot: | aan Dreamer; 2—telan Son, 3a Mas; ¢Tery basi S— 
Cua Comecin If Rus ssi ;7—Chis Hock; 8—Boby Hoy 9 Stryder, 10 lade 


HHA: WHA champion—n McPherson; |—linmy Soka; 2—Cnek So, Bud ites 4—Mets Mesos Sho: 
5S, 7 tose For, Fat he ple 9—Te Many, 10—Jobo Rote 
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WRESTLER OF THE MONTH 


COLORADO 
KID 


The Colorado Kid knows 
what it's like to pull off a big 
upset. In his three years as a 
pro he has beaten respected 
veterans such as Bill Dundee, 
“Tommy Rich, and Cactus Jack 
(for the North American All- 
Star Wrestling heavyweight 
title). But all those victories 
paled in comparison to the win 
he picked up on October 4 in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

On that night, he defeated 
Jerry Lawler for the USWA 
heavyweight te. 

Colorado Kid surprised 
everyone when he rolled up 

The King” for the pinfall and 
the tile, but no one seemed as 
surprised as Kid himself 

“| knew going into the 
match that | had the talent to 
beat Jerry Lawler,” Kid said, 
“but it stil took a minute or two 
for me to really realize what 
happened. It was the greatest 
win of my career.” 

Kid knows that defending 
that USWA title wil be tougher 
than winning it. Lawler, 
Dundee, Brian Christopher, 
and a lot of other wrestlers 
with more experience than him 
will be waiting for title shots. 

"That's okay,” Kid said. “I'l 
be waiting for those guys, too.” 
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Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 
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NE WEEK AFTER beating The Sandman 
O ina steel cage match, Raven lost his 
ECW heavyweight title without even 
wrestling 
It happened while Raven was on a two-week 
“leave of absence” from the federation. Stevie 
Richards took his place in a tag team match that 
was supposed to pit Raven and Brian Lee against 


‘The Sandman had his nose bloodied on October 5, but he dida't 
seem to mind. That's because he became the ECW heavyweight 
champion once again that night. He won the belt by pinning Stevie 
Richards in a tag team match, 
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Tommy Dreamer and The 
Sandman. Each wrestler had 
a stipulation for getting 
pinned; Raven's would've 
been that he lost the belt, so 
Richards took over the stipu- 
lation. 

“1 can't believe they let him 
do that,” Raven screamed. 
“It's my belt, not his, and they. 
have no business letting 
somebody else defend it for 
me! Stevie Richards is not the 


ECW champion!” 


And neither is Raven after 
Richards was pinned by The 
Sandman, who's the new 
ECW champion. 

“This belt is well-deserved,” 
Sandman said. “I earned it. 
Raven could've shown up for 
this match, but he was run- 
ning scared. He can't just run 
off and not wrestle.” 

Raven, who was positively 
livid when he found out that 
Sandman, his arch-rival, won 
the belt, vowed to take legal 
action. 

“It’s clear somebody in 
ECW didn’t want me to be 
champion anymore," Raven 
charged. "Well, that’s not their 
decision to make. This is 
bull.” 

Wrestling vagabond Bam 
Bam Bigelow made a sur- 
prise appearance on the 
same card and defeated 
Terry Gordy. Bigelow, whose 
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taking on Judd the Stud, but this is one of th 
strangest examples ever seen of a former athlet 
Coming out of retirement. The only thing tha 
comes close was when Guy Lafleur, the grea 
hockey player, came back after a five-year retire 
ment—he had already been chosen to the Hall 0 
Fame—and played another few years in the NHL 
Albano been inactive a lot longer, and even wher 
he was wrestlling, he wasn't all that active. 

Speaking of Pennsylvania Championshir 
Wrestling, Diablos Macabre won the junior 
heavyweight title in a rare five-way match against 
Kid Liberty, Pat Shamrock, High Voltage, and 
Dave Patera. 

Striking a blow for female wrestlers everywhere, 
Madd Maxxine has retained her hold on the PWF 
junior heavyweight championship. Maxxine, a 
woman in a man’s world, has defeated such less- 


frequent flyer miles to Japan are building up at an 
Unprecedented rate, has no intention of staying in 
ECW ... or anywhere, for that matter. Looks like 
the big man from Mount Laurel, New Jersey, has 
come to a realistic conclusion about himself: “I am 
what | am, and | don't know what that is.” 

News that Capt. Lou Albano was coming out of 
retirement to wrestle Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling manager Judd the Stud was greeted 
with shock by many of our readers under the age 
of 30. Over the following few days, we received 
dozens of phone calls from readers asking, “Was 
Capt. Lou ever a wrestler?” The answer of course, 
is yes. Before he was the greatest tag team man- 
ager of all-time, Albano was, indeed, a wrestler. In 
fact, his greatest success (and believe me, it 
wasn't that great) came as a tag team with Tony 
Altimore. They called themselves The Sicilians, 
and they looked a lot tougher than they were. 

Albano doesn't seem to be risking anything by 
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“blablos Macabre had to go through five diferent mento capture the 

“Vacant Pennsylvania Championship Westling junior heavyweight 
tte im detober 

er-lights as Tyrone Knox, Wasted Youth, and 

The Spoiler, all of whom might want to consider a 

different sport. But Maxxine, who's heard enough 

about the weak crop of female wrestlers, thinks 

she's making a statement 

“No man can pin me,” Maxxine proclaimed. “No 

man can touch me. Maybe it's time for another 

woman to come here and take a shot at my title. 

It’s obvious no man is up to the task. 
No man in the PWF, at least, although it would 
be interesting to see Maxxine try her luck against 
Italian Stallion (the man who trained her), Terry 
Austin, George South, or Carolina Dreamer. 
“1m a junior 


“That's unfair to say,” Maxxine si 


heavyweight. They're not. But if you want, tell Rey 
Misterio Jr. to get his butt down to Carolina. I've 
got something to prove.” 

‘Aerial standout Misterio vs. Madd Maxine? That 
might be interesting ... for about 15 seconds. 

Jerry Lawler’s empire fell in a bad way when he 
lost the USWA heavyweight title to Colorado Kid in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, on October 4. Colorado Kid is 
also the North American All-Star Wrestling heavy- 
weight champion. Now, for those of you who recall 
that a few years ago, Lawler was wrestling Bret Hart 
for the WWF World title, this represents quite a 
‘come-down for the so-called “King.” Lawler losing the 
belt isn’t news; it happens all the time, But losing the 
belt to a young wrestler is unusual; he tends to suffer 
his occasional USWA losses to veterans. 

What was wrong with Lawler? 

“The Kid had home-mat advantage,” Lawler stam- 
mered. “That's a big thing.” 

Oh, yeah? That's news to us. 

That's all for now. Until next time, take time to 
enjoy an indy. i 
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KING OF THE 


By Pete Ehrmann 


ike the impact the Monday 
night wars have had on wres: 
g, what exactly made Bob 


Backlund snap, and what really hap- 
pened to The Giant when he fell off 
that tall building in Detroit at Hal- 
Toween Havoc 1995, it’s a subject ring 
enthusiasts can argue about until Aldo 
Montoya wins his first world tite. 

‘The question: Who would win a 
fight between 4 wrestler and a boxer? 

Dan Hodge takes less time to con- 
sider that one than he needed to pin 
‘many of his opponents when the Perry, 


89 


Oklahoma, resident was America’s top 
amateur wrestler 40 years ago. 

What happens when a boxer 
punches? He’s done. Wrestling begins 
right there. Weestling will win every 
time," says the 64-year-old Hodge. 


90. 


Now, before you write Hodge off as 
‘a biased former wrestler, you should 
know that Hodge is one of the few 
people whose resume qualifies him as 
‘an expert on both sides of the question. 
He was not only a legendary amateur 


and professional wrestler, but also a 
national champion amateur heavy- 

fas being groomed 
ht Floyd Patterson for the world 


weight boxer who 
to fi 
title 

Besides which, he can squeeze your 


brains into apple sauce 
Hodge constitutes on 
membership of a very exclusive club, 
and since the death of Paul Berlenbach 
in 1985, meetings have gotten even 
lonelier. Berlenbach, known as “The 
‘Astoria Assassin” when he won box: 


half the 


ing’s professional world 175-pound 
championship in 1925, had been an 
US. 
wrestling team five years before that, 
Amateur 
Athletic Union wrestling titles at light 


alternate on the Olympic 


and had won national 


heavyweight in 1922 and 1923. In the 
latter year, he won both the national 
1g. and boxing titles 
on the same weekend. 

In 1928, two years after he lost his 
world boxing crown, Berlenbach 
retired from the ring and b 
grappler. 

Berlenbach and Hodge are the only 


175-pound wrest 


two athletes to reign as national ama- 


teur champions in boxing and 
wrestling, which was far from the 
mind of the lifelong Oklahoman when 
Hodge was growing up on a farm near 
Perry, in the central part of the Sooner 
cking cotton, milking cows, 
the top priorities 
of the young Hodge and his two broth: 
ers and sister, until the day their farm= 
house burned down, Hodge’s mother 
‘was seriously burned over 80 percent 
of her body and spent two years recov- 
ering in hospitals. His father was an oil 
wildcatter, so after his mother was 
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hurt, Hodge was sent to live with a 
succession of relatives. 
hhey used to hit me,” he recalls, 
“and I wanted to get so strong that the 
next hand that slapped me, I would 
break it.” 

He stumbled across his first 


wrestling class soon after that, and 
found the road to his dream. One year 
Tater, Hodge was state champion. In his 
last two years of high school, nobody 
could beat him. Upon graduation in 
1951, the 18-year-old joined the Navy, 
and for two years he pinned everyone 
‘who got on the mat with him. 

Hodge made the U.S. Olympic 
team in 1952, capturing fifth pla 
the Games in Helsinki. “I should have 
had the gold,” he says, “But I told all 
the athletes there, ‘I'll see you at the 
next Olympic Games.”” 

In the interim, while he attended the 
University of Oklahoma on a wrestling 


Scholarship, Hodge set and achieved 
another remarkable goal, 

“I guess I made a commitment to 
myself, I asked God if there's any way 
he could let me go undefeated,” he 
recalls, 


Somebody up there liked him. “In 


the collegiate style of wrestling, he had 
indeed, no challenger,” wrote 
wrestling historian Mike Chapman in 
his 1990 Encyclopedia Of American 
Wrestling. “He won every one of his 
46 bouts for the University of Oki 
homa, 36 of them by fall .... During his 
junior and senior years, he pinned 22 
consecutive opponents. And no colle- 
slate foe ever took him to the mat from 
the standing position.” 

Winner of three national champi- 
onships at 178 pounds, Hodge was the 
cover subject of Sports Illustrated on 
April 1 
wrestler ever so recognized by the 


no pe 


1957, the only amateur 
‘magazine. The cover story's author, 
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Dan Parker, received several broken 
ribs when he insisted on a personal 
demonstration of the Sooner wrestler’s 
vaunted strength and prowess. 

T didn’t realize he was so fragile,” 
Hodge says modestly 

In fact, wrote Chapman, “Had he 
not studied and carefully utilized prop- 
cer wrestling techniques, [Hodge] might 


have maimed his opponents instead of 


dominating them. 
True to his word, Hodge returned to 
the Olympic Games in 1956. In 
Melbourne, the 174-pounder who had 
not lost a m: 


ich since the previous 
Olympics, pinned his first four oppo- 
nents, but lost the gold m 
Bulgarian on a bizarre ruling that was 
still ca 


Ito a 


sing controversy in amateur 


wrestling circles decades later. Just 
two seconds befor 
‘men hit the mat. Hodge, who was win: 
ning by a score of 8-1, rolled free and 
regained his feet, but in doing so, his 
shoulders brushed the mat, and the 
ded a fall and the 
even though he wasn’t touch- 


the buzzer, both 


Bulgarian was a 
match 


ing Hodge at the 


But Hodge accepted the verdict and 
silver medal with dignity, and returned 
to the university to complete his 
degree. Hodge figured his day 
competitive athlete were over follow- 
ing his 1957 graduation, Then 25, he 
took a job with an oil company in 
Wichita, but suddenly veered off into a 
whole new career he had never even 
thought about until he was persuaded 
to put on some boxing gloves. 

“I never had a pair of gloves on in 
my life,” Hodge says. “I'd had @ lot of 
streetfights, but never with gloves.” 

The announcement that Olympic 
wrestler Dan Hodge was going to 
become a boxer drew horselaughs 
experts who said that 
wrestlers were too musclebound to 
make it with their fists. That was all 
Hodge had to hear: 

‘When somebody said I couldn't do 


from ring 


something, that’s when my antennae 
Went up,” he says. “I thought, He) 


world, here I come! I wanted to prove 
that not only could I wrestle, but I 
could fight, 100.” 

Nevertheless, it was noted in Sports 


Illustrated, “There were predictions 
that he would be more or less mur- 
dered in a sport entirely new to him. 

‘Talk about misplaced concern 
Hodge promptly won the local, state, 
and Western regional Golden Gloves 
heavyweight titles in 1958, and pro- 
ceeded to the national tournament at 
Chicago Stadium, where he knocked 
‘out every opponent but one en route to 
the championship. 

As on the mat, his forte in the ring 
was his incredible power. Nebraska's 
Buddy Traux had years of experience 
‘on Hodge, but was knocked down by 
his jabs and stopped. 

“In the dressing room, he’s erying, 
recalls Hodge. “I said, ‘Buddy, I didn’t 
mean to hurt you,’ He said, ‘Dan, I been 
fighting for eight years, and I never 
been hit that hard. I’m quitting!” 

Back then, the winners in Chicago 
would go on to fight the New York 
City Golden Gloves champions at 
Madison Square Garden. Inter-city 
‘champions crowned that year included 
future world ttlsts Emile Griffith (147 
pounds) and Jose Torres (160), but 
before nearly 12,000 fans in the 
Garden, they were overshadowed by 
“Dynamite Dan.” 

His opponent was Charles Hood, 
673”, 230-pound boxer whose arms, 
Hodge recollects, “were bigger th 
my legs. He looked like Joe Palooka.” 
It was only Hodge’s 17th fight, and in 
the first round, Hood pounded the 
6'1”, 190-pound midwesterner all over 
the ring, even knocking Hodge over in 
‘a complete somersault, At the bell end- 
ing the round, “I didn’t even know 
‘where my comer was,” Hodge says. 

‘But in round two, using a right that 
“connected like a woodsman’s ax,” 
according to the Sports Illustrated 
account of the match, Hodge chopped 
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Hood down for the count, and then 
“couldn't get out of the ring for 10 
minutes as cheering fight fans jammed 
the aisles. 

It had been about two years since 
the retirement of undefeated heavy- 
weight champion Rocky Marciano, 
and in the hard-hitting Hodge, some 
now saw the reincarnation of “The 
Brockton Blockbuster.” Hodge’s 
potential attracted no less than George 
Gainford, who was the manager of 
Sugar Ray Robinson, and became 
Hodge’s trainer as the Oklahoman 
began his pro ring career by knocking 
cout Norm Jackson in the first round in 
June 1958, 


“1 didn’t enjoy boxing like I did 
wrestling,” says Hodge, who nonethe- 
less went 5-1 in his rookie year. He 
was stopped in his third bout by Art 
Norris, but a month later won a 10- 
round decision in a rematch, 

In his ninth. pro bout, in February 
1959, Hodge knocked out Garvin 
Sawyer in eight rounds in Miami 
Beach. In 20 previous bouts, S: 
the 1954 national amateur heavy 
weight champion, had failed to hear 
the final bell but once, and had gone 
the distance against contenders Zora 
Folley, Bob Satterfield, and Bert 
Whitehurst. 

Hodge was on the verge of a top-10 
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ranking, and a victory in his next bout 
would have earned him a title opportu- 
nity against then-champion Floyd 
Patterson, who'd already been offered 
$250,000 to meet the Sooner. Hodge’s 
‘opponent in that April 1959 match was 
Nino Valdes, a 35-year-old longtime 
contender from Cuba whose first pro 
fight had come in 1941, when Hodge 
‘was still dreaming about striking back 
at abusive relatives. 

According to the Associated Press 
wire service report of the fight, the 48- 
17 Valdes, who had a 20-pound pull in 
weight, “opened cuts on Hodge’s face 
in the first round, and toyed with his 
outclassed foe the rest of the bout.” 

Hodge claims there is much more 
than that to the story, but is reluctant to 
provide details. 

“don’t know how to tell you this 
he says. “I don’t want to disgrace th 
Sport, okay? Just say I got a cut eye, and 
in the eighth round they stopped it.” 

But then Hodge says he found out 
later that the cut was actually inflicted 
‘on him by one of his own seconds. The 
Purpose of such nefariousness, he adds, 
was to build demand for a rematch. He 
also says he was guaranteed 50 percent 
of the gate receipts for the Valdes fight, 
but ended up getting paid nothing. 
“When I didn’t get a nickel,” he recalls, 
“4 said ‘I’m through. 

Hodge announced his retirement 
from boxing and went back to “the 
Sport I love.” Within nine months, he 
won the NWA World junior heavy- 
weight wrestling title. Traveling 
‘round the world as a full-time profes- 
il matman, he would hold the belt 
seven times, 

“L wanted the world to see the best. 
T wanted the fans to know what a [real] 
wrestler was,” says Hodge, drawing a 
distinction between the mat world then 
‘and what it as become today. 
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“It went too much showboat,” 
Hodge says. “They don’t wrestle like 
we used to. They got more body- 
builders than wrestlers now.” 

Hulk Hogan vs. Dan Hodge? The 
“Hulkster,” he says, would last about 
30 seconds 

In his mid-40s, Hodge was still 
going strong when he fell asleep at the 
wheel of his car one night in 
Louisiana, struck a bridge, and ended 
up in the water. He heard bones in his 
neck crinkle, and says a voice in his 
head told him, “Hold your neck!” He 
did, and somehow managed to get out 
of his overturned vehicle, Doctors said 
if his broken neck had moved another 
quarter-inch, he would have been para- 
lyzed for life. 

While the injury necessitated his 
retirement from wrestling, today the 
Perry strongman is in excellent health 
and physical condition. “I feel good. 1 
don’t have a belly that hides my belt 
bbuckle,” says the member of four sepa- 
rate sports halls of fame. Hodge cre- 
ales and markets woodcrafts with his 
ighter, Linda, and recently appeared 
in his first feature movie, a wrestlin 
film called One More Shot, based 


loosely on his career. 

He’s proud of his accomplishments 
on the mat and in the ring. “I did some- 
thing that hardly anyone else had done, 
excelled at four sports—amateur and 
Pro wrestling, and amateur and pro 
boxing,” he says. “This is why they 
call me like a legend now. I had this 
burning desire in me.” 

Hodge makes many personal 
appearances, and “everywhere I go 
have to squeeze the apples and make 
juice,” he says, referring to his most 
famous and spectacular strongman 
feat, It started back in high school, 
when in his quest to become stronger 
than anybody else, Hodge spent hours 
squeezing rolled newspapers in each 
hand. He became powerful enough to 
hold a large, hard apple in his hand and 
crush it into apple sauce with one 
squeeze. 

So go ahead, tough guy, and tell 
Hodge he’s full of the stuff himself 
when it comes to the boxing vs. 
wrestling debate, But if you know 
what's good for you, refrain from 
telling the man who knows the ropes in 
both better than anybody else alive to 
gota grip, a 
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Independent Data Bank 


Philadelphia, PA 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: ECW 
‘TV (1996); ECW tag team 
(with Pit Bull, 1995) 
BIGGEST STRENGTH: law 


powor 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: The 
‘tragic lo8s of his partner, Pit 
Bull 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
‘Super bomb (power bomb off 
the top rope) 

‘CLOSEST ALLY: Pit Bull! 
MOST HATED OPPONENTS: 
‘Shane Bouglas and Francine 
(his former manager) 
BIGGEST MATCH: Defeated 
‘Shane Douglas for the ECW. 
Vile, June 1, 1996 
IMMEDIATE GOALS: Get 
revenge on Shane Douglas for 
breaking one of Pit Bull's 
vertebrae, and regain the 
ECW TV ttle from him 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: End 
Douglas’ career 

HE SAID IT: "Shane Douglas, 
‘you might have taken my. 
‘partner out, but the legacy of 
‘The Pit Bulls will haunt you. 
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This is the deal you can’t refuse! 
Subscribe to Wrestle America—and save 
a whopping 20% off the newsstand cost! 


Each quarterly issue Wrestle America 
provides up-to-the-minute coverage of 
the sport in all federations, plus the 
sensational and unique “magazine within 
a magazine"! It all adds up to the 
biggest wrestling magazine on the 
newsstands—96 pages of pulse- 
pounding fury and excitement! 


Order a six-issue subscription to 
Wrestle America at a 15% savings— 
it's like getting two issues free! Or 

vantage of our special offer 
12 issues—at an 
d savings of 20 percent! 


I want a six-issue subscription to Wrestle 
n—at a 15% savings off the newsstand 

cost! I am enclosing $20.15 

INCREASE MY SAVINGS! Statt my 12-issue 

subscription today! I am enclosing $37.95, a 

20% savings off the newsstand price! 
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